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To the 
HONOURABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND 


SHUTE;, 


LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 


My Lorp, : 

THE favourable opinion, which your Lordship was 
pleased to entertain of this little Work in the first 
Edition, has induced me to give ita Revisal, and, by 
removing some inaccuracies, to render it less unworthy 
your acceptance. 

- That so slight a performance should have been able 
to attract your notice, I must attribute to that vigilant, 
unremitted attention, which so eminently distinguishes 
your Lordship’s conduct-; and makes you esteem no 
attempt undeserving your regard, which has the re- 
motest tendency to promote the interests of religion or 
learning. 

That this little manual may be of some use, espec- | 
ially to the Youth of both Sexes, I am encouraged to 
hope, from the candid reception it has met with in 
our Universities, where, I am told, some of the Tutors 
have adopted it, as a proper compendium to be put in- 
to the hands of the younger Students at their entrance 
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ona course of sacred literature. If it contributes in 
any degree to make the Holy Scriptures more atten- 
uvely read and better understood, I shall esteem it a 
peculiar happiness to have had this opportunity of tes- 
fying the sincere respect, with which I am, 
‘eee My Lorp, 
Your Lordship’s 
Most obliged and 
Faithful Servant, 
Tuomas Pexey. 
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PREFACE. 


A cLEaR, introductory illustration of the 
several Books of the New TEstTaMENT, 
shewing the design of their writers, the nature 
of their contents, and whatever else is pre- 
viously necessary to their being read with un- 
derstanding, is a work, that, if well executed, 
must prove the best of commentaries, and 
frequently supersede the want of all other. 
Like an intelligent guide, it directs the Read- 
er right at his first setting out, and thereby 
saves him the trouble of much after-inquiry : 
Or, like a map of a country, through which 
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he is to travel ; if consulted beforehand, it 
gives him a general view of the journey, and 
prevents his being afterwards lost and bewil- 
dered." ; 

That the following little work will be found 
to ‘answer this flattering description, the 
Compiler dares not také upon him to assert ; 
he'can only say, that the contents are chiefly 
extracted’ from two eminent Writers, who 
have particularly distinguished themselves in 
this: branch of ‘sacred criticism, and have 
lately ‘thrown’a great light upon:the subject. 
IF he: first of these! is, Mr. Professor Mr- 
cHAED1s, of-his ‘majesty’s university of Got- 
tingen, whose *‘ Introductory Lectures to the 
‘sacred Books of the New Testament,’> | 
translated from the German, were published, 
in one volume quarto, in 1761*. | The other 
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* Since, this translation of Mr. Micuaevis’s Book was pub- 





ui that eminent Writer has very much improved and en- 
la s Work in the original German ; and it will give sat- 
i the learned Reader to be informed, that a Transla- 


tion of this excellent Performance, with all the additions and 
improvements of the deceased Author, may soon be expected 
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is the Rev. Dr..Larpnzr, whose “History 
‘‘ of the Apostles!and Evangelists, writers of. 
“the New Testament, with Remarks and, 
‘¢ Observations on every Book,” was printed 
in three Volumes 8vo.in 1760... The. former 
of these has displayed.so much ingenuity. and 
discernment, and the. latter such, a;depth of 
learning, as give the, greatest advantage.to 
such as would avail. themselves. of their.la- 
bours. 7 


But as their works‘ are not of portable size, 


and. contain a ‘multitude of curious disquisis: - 


tions not within the‘reach of the generality of 
readers, the editor was tempted toigive a short 
abstract of their. respective | contents, cleared. 


from all miscellaneous digressions, and redu- 


ced ‘within a small compass. for the pocket. 
He'has not, however, merely confined himself, 
to those two writers, but has enriched his 


work from. other authors ; thus. in. the Key, 


to ‘the writings of the several’ Evangelists, a 
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full.accountis given of the curious Hypothe- 
sis, of. the learned and ingenious Dr. Owen, 
wha, in.his ‘ Observations on the Four Gos- 
‘¢ pels,” Svo. 1764, has opened a new source 
of ,information, and, by comparing the orig- 
inal language of the several Evangelists, has 
started many new hints, which had escaped 
former inquirers. If the Doctor should find 
a. difficulty proposed, in the following pages, 
in respect to one part of his scheme : he will 
also see a solution offered, which the editor 
apprehends will give new strength and con- 
sistency to the whole argument. 


- 4 Besides: these late writers, recourse was 
occasionally had to the learned and useful la- 
~-boursof Pyzze, Doppripce, Bence tivs, 
Derry, and other former Criticks and Com- 
mentators ; from each of whom such parts 
were selected as seemed most solid and judi- 
cious ; forming, in the whole, what, it is hop- 
ed, will be found a clear, concise, and not in- 
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consistent ‘compilation’; in’ which ‘the’ editor 
frankly ackhowledgés that very Tittle! will bé 
found of his own, and that he haé no’ otter 
merit than that of binging “into. one compen- 
dium whatever he thought was most excel- 
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lent in so many, valuable writers. 


After this little work was first committed 
to the press, the-editor was favoured by. an,in- 
genious friend with the short Account of the 
several Sects and Heresies that ‘prevailed in 
the times of Curist and his Apostles. A 
general knowledge of those is so necessary. to 
our right understanding the sacred writings, 
in which one or other of them are constantly _ 
alluded to, that this work would have been 
imperfect without it ; it is therefore prefixed, 
by way of Inrropuction. In compiling 
this brief sketch, the writer acknowledges 
himself indebted not only to the valuable 
works of Gopwyn, Pripeaux, CaLMmerT, 
and STACKHOUSE, but to the very learned 


tL * ] 
System of Lcclesiastical History by Mr. 
Chancellor Mosuzim, of the University of 
Gottingen. 

To the same friend the editor is also in- 
debted for the short. Analysis, or Key, to the 
Prophecies contained in the Revelations, with 
which this little book is. concluded. 


M.DCC.EXV. 

















CONTENTS. 


InTRODUCTION. 
I. Ofthe Jewish Sects, or Partits . . . . Page 15 
II. Of the Christian Sects or Heresies . . . . 24 
The Chronology of Christ’s publick Ministry . . . 34 


Key To THE New TESTAMENT. 


The meaning of the Words, Scripture, Bible, New 


Testament, Gospel, : 39 
The Order of the Four Gospels ; . 43 ” 
St. Matthew’s Gospel ‘ 48 
St. Mark’s . 57 
St. Luke’s Saree pe Pe eh oe ap 
St RU Og) 9 ghee UNE eve. etre el pee 
Acts ofthe Apostles . . . 78 
The Order of the Epistles 83 
Tothe Romans .. . ter 87 
The First to the Corinthians Cat cee? a een 
The Second to the Corinthians . ...... 102 
eS 3 kc cs ek ee Sa Cee 
DON ni re 8 ae 
To the Philippians woe ew: eT ps elas ie 
To the Colossians . . So a a 






The First to the Thessalonians ie wee ee 


i RN ci A BS es 
















— 


The Second to the Thessalonians . . .. Page 118 
, 2 ae: E 
Tee Beceed te Timethy 9... ww ee AR a 
To Titus i Ee ee 
Oe ee ee ee: 
BO the Motronic racine te 
I ar eg EN gw gs tf 
Se a ae are - 
The Second of St.Peter .........: 139 t 
OE 

The Second and Third of St.John . .... . 142 

Cree meee «nw: VEIT OE PRR... oe. Me 
The Revelation of St. John . .. . . « «-« 344 
Key,te the Prophecies in the Revelation 













INTRODUCTION. 


I. 


OF THE JEWISH SECTS, 
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‘ OF 
THE JEWISH SECTS, 


OR PARTIES ALLUDED TO IN THE GOSPELS. 


i SA * 


. 


THE PHARISEES. 


THE Puarise£eEs were a sect among the 
Jews, that had subsisted at least above a cen- 
tury and half before the appearance of our 
Saviour. ‘They affected the most profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the sacred 
Books ; but for the interpretation of them, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. These traditions encumbered reli- 
gion with a thousand frivolous observances, 
which drew off the mind from the more impor- 
tant matters of the law ; and made men look 
upon themselves as holy and acceptable to 
God, not so much from their moral conduct, 
and observance of divine institutions, as from 
their conformity to certain modes and punctik 
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ios of mere human invention, introduced 
among them under pretence of being the Tra- 
ditions of the Elders.* Hence their more than 
ordinary strictness in wearing the PHYLACTE- 
aY, and singularity inenlarging the BoRDERS 


or FRINGES of their garments.t Hence their. 


superstition about the Sabbath, as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the fields, 
or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure the 
sick, or to aid one’s neighbour. Hence too 
their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, in 
the demureness with which they fasted, the 
ekactness with which they paid their tithes, 
the -ostentation with which they prayed, per- 
forming that duty not only aloud, but in the 
most publick turnings of the streets; the ardour 
with which they encompassed sea and land to 
make proselytes or converts to their sect ; their 
frequent washing, not. only of themselves, but 
of their vestments and utensils; and their hold- 
ing ata distance, or separating themselves not 
only from Pagans, but from all such Jews as 


‘* j. e. Ancients. 

+ Fhe Puytacreries were little scrolls of parchment 
bound to their foreheads and wrists, on which were written 
tests ‘of Scripture, taken from Exod: xiii. 9. 16. and Deut. vi. 
8. xi. 18. With regard to their sorpers and. rrinGEs, the 
reader will find the a of this distinction in Numb. xv. 88 
Neut, xxii, 12. 


| 
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complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
last circumstance they seem to have owed the 
name of their sect; the word PHaRIsEE 
being derived from a verb in the Hebrew,f | 
which signifies to DIVIDE or SEPARATE. 
This sect, however, not only held the soul to 
be immortal, but had some slight notions of a 
resurrection, believing that on some occasions 
the soul might again re-animate a body : 

Whence: their conjecture about Christ upon 
his first appearance, that he was either John: 
the Baptist, or Elias, or one of the old proph- 
ets ; and hence too, notwithstanding the vig- 


lence with which they had opposed the per- 
sonal ministry of Jesus, that aptitude they 
displayed in after-times, beyond some of the 
other Jewish sects, to fall-in with his Revela- 
tion, 


; we 
THE SCRIBES. 


Tue word Scrises, as that denomination 
occurs in the New: Testament, appears to be 
the title not of any particular sect, distinguished’ 
from all others as to. their. modes of practice, 
or belief ; but a general term, applicable to all. 


¢ wy, Pharash, To divide. 
9% 
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those of whatever sect, who made the Law of 
Moses and the prophetical and sacred books 
their peculiar study, so as to become capable 
of commenting upon them, and thence of pub- 
“lickly instructing the people. This office 
seems, however, to havé been confined to the 
descendants of Levi, who being very nume- 
rous, and not at all times engaged in the im- 
mediate service of the temple, had leisure and 
opportunity enough to qualify themselves for 
this duty, being unembarrassed with secular 
employments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from the 
frequent mention that is made in the Gospel of 
the Scribes and Pharisees in conjunction, that 
the greatest number of Jewish Teachers or 
Doctors of the Law,* for these are expressions 
equivalent to Scr1BE, were at that time of the: 
Pharisaical sect#. In. the Old Testament, we 
meet with the term Scrise inasecular sense, 
as denoting sometimes a secretary of state, 
sometimes a principal clerk,in a court of judi 
cature,{ and sometimes a commissary or mus- 


* So the origiaal word should have been rendered, where in 
- our translation it is improperly expressed By the modern term, 
Lawyers. + 2Sam. viii. 17. xx. 25. 

+ Matt. ii. 4. .1 Maccab. vy. 42, 
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ter-master in the army ;{ and altho’ it is prob- 
able that.a duly qualified man belonging to any 
of the other tribes might be admitted into any 
of theseemployments, yet the superiour oppor- 
tunity that the descendants of . Levi enjoyed 
for all sorts of literary improvements, renders 
it likely that they were generally preferred, 
especially im ancient times, even to these de- 
partments. 


THE SADDUCES. 


Tue most ancient sect among the Jews 
was that of the Sappuces. ‘Thisnamemay 
either be derived from the Hebrew word 
Sepec, which signifies yustice ; or from a 
certain teacher among the Jews called Sanoc., 
The former seems to have been the origin of 
the appellation, according to the account of 
the Sadduces themselves ; the latter, accord- 
ing to the account given of them by the: Pha- 
risees in the Talmud. If we admit the form- 
er derivation, it assigns ro fixed date to the 
antiquity of this sect; if the latter, it ascertains 
their rise to have been but a few years before 
that of the Pharisees. But be this as it may, 


§ 2 Chron. xxvi. 11. 2 Kings xxv. 19. 
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the Sadduces seem to have been originally 
strict adherents to the Mosaic institution, and 
to the Canonical books, only interpreting them 
in the most literal sense, and rejecting all oth- 
er explications. The superiour estimation in 
which they held the Pentateuch, or writings of 
Moses, to all other compositions in the sacred 
collection, gave rise in all probability to the 
report of their adversaries, that they entirely 
rejected the authority of the rest : and the 
doubts they entertained about a future state, a 
doctrine not clearly revealed in the writings of 
Moses, and about; any appearance of angels 
or spirits among men, since the finishing of 
the Jewish Canon, seem to have at first given 
a handle to the Pharisees of rendering them 
suspected of irreligion, which in all probability 
was afterwards confirmed by men of loose 
principles sheltering themselves under their 
name. ‘This however is certain, that at the 
time of our Saviour this sect is reputed tohave 
held doctrines that were thoroughly impious.* 
For they are said to have denied the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, the being of angels, and all 
existence of the spirits or souls of men depart- 
ed. It was their opinion, that there is no spir- 


*Vide Prideauy. 
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itual Being but God only ;. that as to man, 
this world is his all; that, at his death, body 
and soul die together never to live more ; and 
that therefore there is no future reward nor 
punishment. ‘They acknowledged that God 
made this world by his power, and governs 
it by his providence ; and, for the carrying on 
of this government, hath ordained rewards and 
punishments, but that they do not extend be- 
yond this world. -In a word, they seem to 
have been Epicureans in all respects, except- 
ing only that they allowed that God made the 
world by his power, and governs it by his 
providence. At the same time that they held 
these loose notions, they are said to have had 
a bigoted attachment to the law of Moses; 
and, whether it proceeded from this, or their 
considering our Saviour as a seditious person, 
they soon joined with the Pharisees in bring- 
ing Christ and his disciples to death ; for Cai- 
aphas, who was of this sect, and who was 
High-priest of the Jews at that time; was he 
who condemned Jesus to be crucified ; and 
Ananus the younger,t another of this sect, 


put to death St.James, the brother of our Lord. 


+ Son of Annas the High-priest, mentioned in the Gospel ; 
who is also called Ananus, by Josephus, 
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THE HERODIANS. 


Or the Heropians we meet with nothing 
among ancient writers, except in the New 
Testament itself ; where also mention is made 
of “Certain GALIL“awns, whose blood Pilate 
mingled with their sacrifices, and who are de- 
scribed elsewhere in the New Testament as 
having made an insurrection against the gov- 
ernment, and are called Murderers, or Sica- 
ri.* The learned Calmet takes an oppor- 
tunity hence of imputing to those called He- 
rodians whatever was done by these Gali- 

‘lzans, and thinks they were called Hero- 
p1aws by the other Jews, because Galilee at 
that time was under the command of Heron, 
surnamed Antrpas. But when we reflect 
that this insurrection happened long before 
Christ entered upon his publick ministry, even 
as early as the 10th year of his age, when the 
Insurgents were entirely routed, -and the par- 
ty dispersed ; whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as still flourishing at the very time 
when Christ was employed in his mission ; 


* Acts xxi. 38. See the further account of this Sect, or 
Party, p. 26, under the name of GavLayites, 
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sve cannot forbear assenting to the judicious 
conjectures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who 
look upon the -Herodians not as a religious 
sect, but a political party, who began to be- 
come eminent in the days of Herod the Great, 
as favouring his claims, and those of his pa- 
trons the Romans, to the sovereignty of Judea. 
Some of these, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine that Herod was the Mes- 
siah, or wicked enough to: preterid that they 
did, in order toserve his cause; and would 
be ready to vindicate his conduct, when, ‘the 
better to pay his court to the Romans, he 
consecrated temples to some of their false de- 
ities. And this party having begun in the 
time of Herod the Great, may well be sup- 
posed to have’ continued long afterwards in 
favour and power, by the indulgence of the 
Herods, and influence of the Romans. That 
leaven therefore of theirs, against which our 
Saviour warns his hearers,* must in this case 
have been, either their false. conceptions ‘of 
the Messiah, or their pliantness and conform- 
ity to Idol-worship, or both. 


* Mark viii. 15. 
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OF 
THE CHRISTIAN SECTS, 


QR HERESIES. ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 
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WHEN the: religion of Jesus began to be 
spread abroad in the world, it had not only to 
- struggle with avowed adversaries, such as the 
Jew and the Pacan, by whom its professors 
were exposed'to all manner of external dis- 
grace and calamities ; but it had: to‘ support 
itself: in its native purity, dignity, and excel- 
lence, against the corrupt doctrines. which 
_ many of those whom it received into its com- 
munity had brought with them from the Jew 
ish or Pagan systems ; for under these two 
denominations were all mankind at that time 
included’; ‘and both.so very corrupt, as to be 
far more capable of imparting infection, than 
of becoming pure. 


I. 

Or the Jews who became Christians, there 
were, besides such as had been of the sect of 
the PuariseEeEs, &c. others that had imbibed 
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* 


the particular opinions of the Essrwes and 
the GAULANITES. 


THE ESSENES. 


Tue Essenes seem to have been of a very 
remote antiquity. They might take their rise 


’ from that dispersion of their nation, which 


happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal character of this sect 
was, that they chose retirement, were sober, 
were industrious ; had all things in common ; 
paid the highest regard to the moral precepts 
of the law, but neglected the ceremonial, 
any farther than what regarded bodily clean- 
liness, the observation of the Sabbath, and 
making an annual present to the temple at 
Jerusalem. .They never associated with wo- 


men, nor admitted them into their retreats ; 


but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 
supporting and enlarging their society, by 
rearing, breeding, educating, and instructing 
other men’s children, as if they had been 
their own. By. the most sacred vows, though 
they were in general averse to swearing, or to 
requiring an oath, they bound all whom they 
initiated among them, to the observance of 


9 
0 


26 


piety, justice, fidelity, and modesty ;. to con- 
ceal the secrets of the fraternity, preserve the 
books of their instructors, and with great care 
commemorate the names of the angels. To 
them in dll likelihood the Apostle alludes, 
- when he inveighs against those who.forbid to. 
marry, who command to abstain from meat, 
and who, through a voluntary humility, pay 
worship to angels. But 4 more particular de- 
scription of these errors the reader will find 


below in the account of the Ist Epistle to Ti- 
mothy. 


’ 


THE GAULANITES. 


THe Gauxanires were Galileans, who 
had this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of GauLan in upper Gali- 
lee ; who in the 10th year of -Jesus. Christ, 
which was the last of Augustus, and ten years 
after the death ‘of Herod the Great, excited his 
. countrymen the Galileans, and many others 
of the Jews, to take arms and venture upon 
all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the- 
Romans. The principles he infused into his 
party were, not only that they were.a free na- 
tion, and. ought to be in subjection to no oth- 
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a - er, but that they were the elect of God, that 
q he alone was their governour, and that, there- 
fore, they ought not to submit to any ordi- 
nance of man. And though he was unsuc- 
cessful, insomuch that his party im their very 
first attempt were intirely routed and dispers- 
ed; yet so deeply had he infused his own en- 
thusiasm into their minds, that they never rest- 
ed, till in their own destruction they involved 
the city and temple. To this wild and fana- 
| tick party seem to be addressed many of those 
passages in the New Testament, wherein obe- 
dience to Magistracy is so piously-and ration-. 
ally inculcated. — 


THE NAZAREENS. 


Tne Pharisees seem to have composed the 
chief body of those Christian converts, who 
in the earlier times were distinguished by the 
appellation of NazarEENS. These, though 
they embraced Christianity, yet entered so 
little into the real spirit and genius of it, that 
they were still fonc of the beggarly elements 
and carnal ornaments of the Ceremonial Law. 
To repress this their inordinate superstition, 
scems to have been the intention of the sever- 
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ity with which the Law is treated in the 
Apostolick writings, where not only circumci- 
sion is exclaimed against, but we are taught 
to let no,man judge us with regard to meats 
or drinks, or the observance of holy days, or 
of the new moon, or of the sabbath ; which 
were a shadow of things to come, whereof 
Christ is the substance.* 


iT. 


THE GNOSTICS. 


Or the GENTILES who were converted te 
Christianity, the most dangerous and perni- 
cious kind were those who were infected with 
the Ecyrprran Puitosopuy ; asystem, as it 
was then taught, intirely chimerical and ab- 
surd. ‘The Christians of this sort assumed to 
themselves the name of Gnostics ; a word 
of Greek derivation,’ implying a knowledge 
superior to that of other men. This word 
does not occur in-the New Testament; but 


. THE NICOLAITANS, 


of whom mention is made in the Apocalypse 
| * See Col. ii. 16, &e. 
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29 
of St. John,* sééin to have been of the Guos- 
ric sect ; a5 were also 


THE CERINTHIANS ; 


for most of the errors} maintained by’CeR1N- 
THUS, and opposed in the gospel of St. John, 
may be derived from the same source. 

When we say the Gentile converts were 
chiefly liable to the Gnostic infection, we 
must not be understood to exclude those of 
the Jewish race, many of whom were tainted 
with it, but they seem. to have derived it from 
the Essenes.} 


THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY. 


THE maintainers of this philosophy held, 
that the supreme Being, though infinitely per- 
fect and happy, .was not the creator of the 
universe, nor the only independent. being : 
for, according to them, Matter too-was eter- 
nal. The supreme Being, who resides in the 
immensity of space, which they called Pie- 
roma, or fulness, produced from himself, say 


* See this Sect described in a Note to Revelations. 
+ See them described at large in'the account of St. John’s. 
Gospel. 7 
} See the account of the first Epistle to Timothy, &c. 
g* 
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they, other immortal and spiritual natures, 
stiled by them Zons,* who filled the residence . 
of the Deity with beings similar to themselves. ; 
Of these beings, some were placed in the high- e 
er regions, others in the lower. Those in the 
lower regions were nighest to the place of 
matter, which originally was an inert and 
formless mass, till one of them, without any 
commission from the Deity, and merely to 
Shew his own dexterity, reduced it into form 
and order, and enlivened some parts of it with 
animal spirit. ‘The Being wlio atchieved all 
this,, they called the Demiurevus.t But 
such was the perverseness of matter, that, | 
when brought into form, it was the source of 
all evil. The supreme Being, therefore, nev: 

er intended to have given ita form ; but as 

that had been now done, he, in order to pre- - 

vent mischief as much as possible, added to 
theanimal spirit of many of the enlivened parts, 

rational powers. ‘The parts to whom ration- 

al powers were thus given, were the original 
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* on in Greek, properly signifies the Age of man, but hav- 
igg been employed by. philosophers to express the duration of 
spiritual and invisible beings, the Beings themselves were af- 
terwards figuratively called AZons, or Durations, &c. 


+ i.e. The operato r, artificer, or workman. 
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parents of the human race ; the other animat- 
ed parts were the brute creation. . Unluckily, 
however, the interposition of the supreme Be- 
ing was in vain ; for the Demiurgus grew so 
aspiring that he seduced men from their alle- 
giance to the supreme Being, and diverted all 
their devotion to himself. 

These are the outlines of this fantastick 
philosophy. The corruptions flowing from 
it, when adapted to Christianity, were these, 
They held that the God of the Jews was the 
Demivurcus; that to overthrow and subvert 
the power and dominion of this Demiurgus, 
Jesus, one of the celestial AXons, was sent by 
the supreme Being to enter-into the body of 
the man Curisr, in the shape ofa dove; 
that Christ by his miracles and sufferings, 
subverted the kingdom of the Demiurcus; 
but when he came to suffer, the ‘Lon Jesus 
carried along with himself the soul of Christ, 
and left behind upon the cross, only his body 
and animal spirit : that the Old Testament 
ought to be rejected, as having been the 
means whereby the Drmiurcus supported 
his influence among men; that the serpent, 
who deceived Eve, ought to be honoured, for 
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endeavouring to rescue men from their slavery 
to the Demrurcus ; and finally that they 
ought not to marry, or procreate children, be- 
cause, in So doing, we generate matter, which 
is the source of all evil ; and that there is no 
resurrection of the body, because the body is 
material. 

Against this philosophy, and not against 
true science of any kind, are all those texts of 
the New Testament. levelled, which seem to 
arraign philosophy. This is that philosophy 
which is there described as vain, deceitful, 
traditionary, formed upon the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ. These are 
the profane and old wives’ fables ; the endless 
genealogies, vain babblings, and oppositions 
of science, falsely so called, which we are to 
reject, and not to give heed.to. And of these. 
Sophists, or Gnostics, as they called them- 
selves, the Apostles write, when they say, 
“There are certain men crept in unawares, 
‘who were before of old ordained to this con- 
‘demnation ; ungodly men, turning the grace 
‘¢ of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
“the only Lord Ged, and our Lord Jesus 





33 


“ Christ.”* And again, ‘“‘ Now if Christ be 
“ preached that he rose from the dead, how 
“ say some among you, that there is no resur- 


** rection of the dead ?”’+ 


* Jude 4. +1 Cor. xv. 12. 


To this IwtRODUCTION may not improperly 
be subjoined a short Asstract of the 
Curonotocy of Our Lord’s Publick Min- 
istry, as proposed by Sir Isaac Newton, 
and some other criticks, who make it to have 
lasted five Passovers: But the more gen- 
eral opinion is, that it only ‘continued three 
years, and was included in four Passovers. 
Some criticks reduce it even to a still shorter 
period.—See the controversy on this sub- 
ject between. Dr. Newton, Bishop of 
Waterford, and Dr. PrizsTey. 


It is here copied from Mr. Boyer’s Con- 
JECTURES on the New Testament, &c. 
8vo. 1772, a work. equally learned and 
curious. See his preface, page 31. 











A CHRONOLOGY 
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THE fifteenth of Tiberius began Aug. 19, in the 
- ~year 4742, of the Julian Period. (Tiberius’s reign 
began Aug. 19, An,J. P. 4727. A. D. 14.) So soon 
as winter was over and the weather became warm 7 
ehough, John bégan to baptize. Luke iii. 1. [Sup- t 
pose in March.] | 


A.D. Tib. The rinst passover, John ii. 33. 
31, 16-17, Wednesday, Mar. 28, after Christ’s 
baptism, (which was, we may sup- 
pose, in September, the 17th of Ti- 
berius not beginning till Aug. 19.) ; 
he came into Judea : staid baptizing 
there while John Was baptizing in 
‘ion. John iii. 22. 23. 
John cast into prison in November. 
About the time of the winter Solstice 
{in December], four months before 
the harvest, Jesus Christ went thro’ 
’ Samaria into Canna of Galilee, Matt. 
iv. 12, A nobleman of Capernaum 
Went to him there, arid desired he 
would'come and heal his son. He 
did fot’ go; but said, “Go, thy son 
liveth.” John iy. 
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A.D. Tib. Aftersome time there, he passed thro’ 

[ : the midst of the people, and dwelt in 
Capernaum. Luke iv. 

$2. 17-18. The seconp Passover, Monday, Apr. 
14. He called Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John : Preached the sermon on 
the Mount, Matt. v. ; whither multi- 
tudes followed him from Jerusalem, 
where he had been at the Feast. 
When the winter was coming on, He 
went to the Feast of the TaneRrna- 
cies in September. Matt. viii.19.23. 
Luke ix. 51. 57. 

He went about the villages of Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, ‘and 
working many miracles, Matt. ix. 
Sent forth the twelve, Matt. x. Re- 
ceived a message from John the Bap- 
tist. Upbraided the cities of Chora- 
zin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, be- 
cause they repented not, Matt. xi. 
which shews there was a consider- 
able time from the imprisonment of 
John till now. 

33. 18-19. The tTarrp Passover, Friday, Apr. 3, 
After whith the disciples, going 
through the cornfields, rubbed the 
ears in their hands, Matt. xii. Luke 
vi. 1. devJeperpate, “on the second 

prime Sabbath,” that is, the second 
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AD. Tib. ofthe two great feasts of the passo- 
ver ; as we say, Low Sunpay. 

He healed aman on the sabbath-day. 
Matt. xii. 9. Luke vi. 6. 

The Pharisees consulted to destroy 
him, when he withdrew himself. 
Matt. xii. 14. 

He spake in a ship three parables, one 
one of the seedsmeh sowing in the 
fields, Matt. xiii.; whence we may 
infer it was now seed time, and that 
the Feast of the Tabernacles in Sept. 
or Oct. was past. 

He went into his own country, and 
taught in the synagogues ; but did 
not any mighty work, because of 
their unbelief. The Twelve return- 
ed, having been abroad a year, and 
told him of John’s being beheaded. 
He departed privately in a ship to 
Bethsaida. Fed five thousand in the 
desert. Matt. xiv. Luke ix. John 
vi. 4. 

34. 19-20. Phe rourtn passover, Friday, Apr. 
23. John vi. 4, to which he went up, 

John vii. 1. Henceforward he was 

found on the coast of Tyre and Si- 

don ; then by the sea of Galilee, next 
on the coast of Czsarea Philippi, and 
lastly at Cepernaum, Matt. xv. 21.29. 
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xvi. 3. xvii. $4. Went privately to 
‘the Feast of Tabernacles in Au- 
tumn, John vii.2. The Jews thought 
to stone him, but he escaped, John 
viii. 59. Wentto the Feast of Dedi- 
cation in Winter, John x. 22. The 
Jews seeking to kill him, he fied be- 
yond Jordan, John x. 89, 40. Matt. 
xix. 1. On the death of Lazarus 
came to Bethany, John xi. 7. 18. 
walked no more openly, but retired 
to Ephraim, a city in the wilderness, 
till , 

35. 20. The rFirra and Last Passover, Wed- 
nesday, Apr. 13. John xi. 53—55. 


- In the Consulship of Fabius and Vi- 
tellius.* | 


* See furthér concerning the above Chronology, the 
3d edition of Bowyer’s Conjectures, 1782, 410. ft. 149, 
compared with Preface, ft. 24——32. 
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KEY. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT. 





Tue sacred writings, which Christians re- 
eeive as divinely inspired, are called in gen- 
eral Scripture, or THe Scriptures, a 
word which literally signifies Wrirtine, or 
Tue Writincs. This title often occurs in 
_ the New Testament,* and was commonly ap- 

plied in the time of our Saviour to denote the 
books received by the‘Jews as the rule of 
faith: it has since been extended to the 
writings of the Apostlest and Evangelists, as © 
completing the whole of divine revelation ; 
so that the writings of the Old and New Tes- 
tament are indiscriminately called by Christ- 
ians, by way of distinction, ScrirpTuRE, or 
Tue ScripTures. 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16. Luke iy. 21, + 2 Pet. iii. 16. 











AO 


The whole collection of these sacred writ- 
ings is called the Brszie ; This word origin- 
ally signifies Boox, and is given to the writ- 
ings of the Prophets and Apostles by way of 
eminence. These collectively are called the 
Book, or Braxe, the Book of Books, as su- 
perior in excellence to all others in the world. 

, The holy Scriptures are divided into the 

Orv and New Testament. The former 
contains the books written under the Old 
Dispensation of the law of Moses ; the latter 
those published under the New Dispensation 
ef the Gospel. 
. The New Testament (containing the 
inspired: books written after Christ’s ascension 
into heaven) is intitled in Greek Ho KAINH 
AIA@HKH, a title which was early borrowed 
by the church from Scripture,t and author- 
ized by St. Paul himself. t | 

This title, according to the passages of 
Scripture, whence it is taken, should be ren- 
dered Covenant. And in this view, Tue 
New Covenant signifies, “ A book con- 
“ taining the terms of the New Covenant be: 


+ Matt. xxvi..28. Gal. iii. 17. Heb. viii, 8. ix. 15. 20. 
$ 2Cor. iii. 14 
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“ tween God and Man.” But according 
to the meaning of the Primitive Church, 
which bestowed this title, it is not alto- 
gether improperly rendered New TeEs- 
TAMENT; as being that wherein the Chris- 
tian’s inheritance is sealed to him as a son 
and heir of God, and wherein “the death of 
Christ asa testator* is related at large, and 
applied to our benefit. , As this title implies 
that in the Gospel unspeakable gifts are giv- 
en, or bequeathed to us, antecedent to all 
conditions required of us, the title of Trs- 
TAMENT may be retained, although that of 
CovENANT is most exact and proper. 

The sacred writings of the New Testa- 
ment are all handed down to us in the 
Greek Language, which was that most gen- 
erally understood at the time’ they were 
written, and are part Historical, part Epis- 
tolary, and part Prophetical.} . Of the for- 


mer are, 


- THE FOUR GOSPELS. 
The word ErarreAion EvanceLium: 
(GosPreEL) signifies in Greek authors any 


:* Heb. ix. 16, 17. + Viz. Revelations. 
4 
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joyful tidings, and is exactly answerable to 
our English word Gospel, which is derived 
from the Saxon words God (good), and 
Spel, (speech or tidings.) In the New 
Testament this term is-confined to “The 
*¢ glad tidings of the actual com#mg. of the 
“‘ Messiah ; and is even opposed to the 
prophecies concerning Christ, (Rom. i. 1, 2.) 
So in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord says, ‘ The 
“¢ Poor have the Géspel preached to them :” 
i. e. The coming of the Messiah is preach- 
ed to the Poor. Hence the Church gave 
the name of Gospels to the Lives of Christ, 
that is, to those sacred histories wherein the 
good news of the coming of the Messiah, 
with -all its. joyful circumstances, are re- 
corded. | 
The Chronological Order of these sacred 
narratives; according to the most eminent 
criticks, who have considered this subject, is 
as follows : 
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‘TABLE 
OF 


THE HISTORICAL BOOKS, 


With the Places when and where writien, according 
to Mr. MicuakLIs, 


Book. Place. A.D. 


St. MatrrHew. JupEA, or near it. 61 


In Hebrew, for the use of the Hebrews. 


Str. Mark. Rome. 61 
For the use of the Romans, who understood 
not Hebrew. 


Sr. Luce. ALEXANDRIA. . 63 or 64 
For the use of the Gentile Christians in 
Egypt, Greece, &c, 


Sr. Joun. Epnuesvs. 69 


To refute the errors of Cerinthus and the 
Gnostics. 


The Acts by St.Luxe. ALEXANDRIA. 


63 or 64 
For the use of Churches every where. 


Dr. Mit and Dr. Larpwer concur for 
the most part in these dates, &c. only the 
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latter thinks St. MattruHew’s Gospel was 
writ in Greek about a. p. tx1iv ; that St. 
Ma rx’s wasalso penned the same year ; and 
that St. Luxe’s Gospel and Acts of the 
Apostles were first published in Greece. 
—Dr. Mill thinks St. Joun’s Gospel was 
written so late as the year xcv11, not long 
before his death. 

Ir is the general opinion of these and al- 
most all other Criticks, that the first three 
Evangelists had not seen each other’s Gos- 
pels, when they composed their own, except 
St. Marx, who is allowed to have abridged 
that of St. Matrtuew : But an ingenious 
writer* has lately compared the several Gos- 
pels together in the original language, and 
thinks he hath discovered strong internal 
proofs of the contrary : he has therefore of- 
fered anew arrangement according to the 
following table. 


* Dr Owen. See his Observations on the Four Gos- 
pels, 8yo. 1764. 
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A SCHEME 






Of the Times, Places, and Occasions of writing the 
Gospels, according to Dr. OwEN. 









Gospels. Places. A. Di 
St. MattTHEw’s. JERUSALEM. about 38* 
For the use of the Jewish Converts. 










e 





St. Luxe’s. ConINTH. about 53 
For the use of the Gentile Converts. 
Sr. Marx’s. _ Romer. about 63 





For the use of Christians at large. 





Sr, Joun’s. EraeEsvs. about 69 
To confute the Cerinthian and other Heresies. 





This ingenious writer thinks, St. Mat, 
THEW wrote his: gospel for the us< of the. 
Churches at Palestine, then composed of 
Jewish converts, and adapted to the condi- 
tion of the times, and nature of their cir- 
cumstances. 

_ “ When the Gentiles were admitted into 
the Christian Church, St. Luxe, as the ex- 










* This and the Date of, St. Luke’s Gospel are contro- 
verted in the following Pages ; however, the general Ar- 
angement may be allowed to stand here. 
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igence of their state required, strengthened 
their faith by another gospel, accommoda- 
ted to their special use. 

*¢ And when the invidious distinction be- 
tween Jew and Gentile had well nigh ceas- 
ed, St” Marx, wisely rejecting the many 
peculiaritiessof these two Gospels, com- 
pacted a third out of their most important 


Christians at large. 


infested by hereticks, St. Jonn undertook 
to confute their errors from the life and con- 
versation of Christ : which produced the 

-last of these Gospels ; and afforded the au- 
thor an opportunity of relating several re- 
markable things which had been omitted by 
his predecessors.”’ 

‘‘ These four Gospels, he thinks, form 
one complete SysTEM OF DIVINITY: and 
if we read them in the order they are here 
placed in, we shall find them improving on 

- one another, and yet all conspiring to one 
end, to a perfect representation of revealed 
Religion. Each of the authors consulted 

the writings of his Predecessors ; and either 


contents, for the benefit and instruction of 


“ And afterwards, when the church was. 


te 
et © 


- 


oh > ii. ~y at tf wie) _ 
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by the additions of facts—explanation of 
terms-—or confirmation of doctrines, con- ~ 
tribute something to the common stock and 
the general instruction of Christians. They 
likewise quoted each other’s words, and 
thereby recommended each other’s. histo- 
ries ; by which means they be¢ame not on- 
ly mutual vouchers for the truth of these 
genuine Gospels, but at the sametime joint- 
opposers of all those spurious ones that 
were impiously obtruded upon the world. 
St. Luxe by his quotations referred his read- 
érs'to the Gospel of St. Martaew. St. 
Mark again referred ‘to both the former. 
And all three were approved of by St. John, 
and appointed to be read in Churches. 
And afterwards when he ‘wrote ‘his own, it 
was usheréd itito the world with the knowl- 
edge, approbation, and perhaps testimony of 
all ‘the ‘Asiatick bishops. Thus ‘was the 
whole Evangelick History finally closedjand . 
the Evangelical Canon established upon the 
firmest ground, ‘and by the most venerable 
authority.” 











OF 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. MATTHEW. 


- THIS Gospel was written before the 
other three. ‘The author of it was an eye- 
witness of most of the facts he relates, hav- 
ing been early called to the Apostolick Office 
by Christ himself.* Besides the name of 
Marrzew, he had also that of Lev, be- 
‘ing the son of ArrHeus ; but not of that 
A.pueus or CLeopuas, who was the Fa- 
ther of James, &c.t He was originally 
by profession a publican, or collector of the 
Roman taxes : His office consisted in gath- 
ering the customs of such commodities as 

" eame by the sea of Gallilee, and in receiv- 
ing tribute from such passengers as went by 
_water. This lucrative post he cheerfully 


rn - | -— a - a a - 


s_ |e es awn oa ~ aa, a a 


—w 


quitted for the sake of Christ, to whom! he | a 
became a faithful attendant and eye-witness J 
of all his miracles. 


* See Matt. ix.9. Markii. 24. | 
+ Matt. x,.3, ’ | 
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In what year St. Matthew wrote his Gos- 
pel is not agreed by ancient writers ; some 
dating it in the year of Christ x11, others in 
xL1x and others between the years rxr and 
tx1v. ‘Thislast aceount is gathered from 
Irenzus, and is what the most judicious Mo- 
dern Criticks* are inclined to prefer ; not 
only as Ireneus»was the most ancient of 
those who have given. the, circumstance of 
time, but for other reasons. The Hebrews 
suffered about that time a heavy persecution, 
which almost drove them to apostacy, and 
obliged St. Paul to write his Epistle to 
them. In_ these circumstances nothing 
could be of more. expediency and use to 
them, than a history of the miracles and res- 
urrection of Christ. It is. most probable 
therefore that both his Gospel and the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews were written with the 
same view, to preserve the Christians of Ju- 
dea in the faith. 

: Again, this Gospel contains several plain 
@edictions of the miseries and desolation of 
Jerusalem, and of the overthrow of the 


* Micuaetis is for the year 61. Larpwer is for 64 
See also BasnaGe, &c, 
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Temple, &c. besides many other figurative 
intimations of the same thing, which could 
not safely be published to all the world in 
writing, till towards the conclusion of the 
Jewish state. 

An ingenious writert has lately proposed 
a much earlier date of St. Martuew’s 
Gospel : He indeed thinks that it was writ 
im a time of persecution, for the use of the 
Jews ; but then he supposes it. was in that 
first persecution, which raged in Palestine 
after the: death of the Martyr Stephen : 
about the year of Christ xxxv.r11, in the 
second year of the Emperor Caligula. 

There is however a capital objection to 
this very earlydate ; and that is, the great 
clearness with ‘which the comprehensive de- 
sign of the Christian’ Dispensation, as ex- 
tending to the whole Gentile world, is un- 
folded in this Gospel. - Whereas it is.well 
known and allowed by all, that for a while 
our Lord’s Disciples laboured under Jew- 
ish prejudices ; and that. they did not filly 


understand. all: his Discourses* at the time 


+ Dr. po See his Observations on the Four Gos- 


pels, 8vo. p 
‘9 ane "ohn xvi. 12-—14 ; and other passages. 
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they were spoken. © They could not clearly 
discern the extensive design of the Gospel 
scheme, till after St. Peter had been at the 
house of Cornelius, and there received Gen- 
* tile Converts into the Church without Cir- 
cumcision ;|| nor indeed till after the Gos- 
pel had been preached abroad: in foreign 
countries by St. Paul and.other Apostles. 
Now if we turn to St. Matthew’s Gospel, 
we-every where find the enlarged views,of 
his divine Master-represented in too clear a 
manner to admit a. doubt that the writer 
was ignorant of their full tendency and mean- 
ing. ‘Thus he shews that the Apostles were 
to teach all nations*.. He represents the 
spirituality and freedom of the Gospel :} 
And that our Saviour was designed to be 
a blessing to the Gentilest. . That the same 
Evangelist understood the calling; of : the 
Gentiles and the rejection-of. the Jews, may 
be inferred from several passages}. _He had. 
also a distinct apprehension of the extent of 


\} Acts; Ch.. x. This Event is placed by Chronologists 
about the year 39. ‘ae mote 4 19. ip 


+ Ch. xv. 10 20. / "Chai. Ch. iid. 9. 
§ Ch. viii. 10.12, Ch. xxi, 39: 46.° (Ch. xxii, 1. 14 
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our Lord’s Kingdom and the progress of his 
Doctrine, whem he recorded those parables 
in Chapter xii.: And itis probable he had 
some knowledge of the Gospel’s having 
been preached out of Judea, when he put 
down that declaration concerning the woman 
in'Ch. xxviv 13. 
There is-also an-expression used once’or 
twice, intimating that some considerable 
space of time ‘had elapsed between the event 
and the time when this Gospel was written. 
See Chap. xxvii. 8. and Chap: xxviii. 15.4 
_- “Whoever weighs all these circumstances 
will rather be inclined to fix the date of this 
_Gospel-in-the latter persecution of the Jew- 
ish Christians of Palestine about the year 
SIXT¥-oNE, than-in the more early one in. 
THIRTY-EIGHT.- For it is the unanimous 
opinion of Antiquity, that 

“St. Marraew wrote his Gospel for 
thé'service of the Jews in Palestine* ; with 


qf See this.argument handled more at large by Dr. Lard- 
ner, Supplement, Ch. y. Vol.i. The same Author has 
shown many advantages of the late publication of the Gos- 
pel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 137. 

* Origen, apud Euseb. L. vic. 25. Hieron. & Theo- 
phylact In Mat.--Vide Dr. Owty, passim. 
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a. view, to confixm.those. who. beligved, and 
to.convert, if possible, those who believed 
net.’ ‘This opinion. is.supported by seve- 
ral. passages ofhis Gospel. ‘Thusthe Evan- 
gelist begins with the Genealogy of Christ: 
from Abraham ;.which, agreeably to the 
Jewish custom, . he. gives. according to the. 
LEGAL descent by Joseph his supposed fa- 
ther ; deducing it. down from. Abraham 
through David; to, shew his. title. to the 
Kingdomof Israel... Thus.also he refers. of- 
ten to Jewish customs ; relates the most of) 
our Sayiour’s discourses against, Jewish er- — 
rors and superstitions}; quotes the greatest 
number of passages from the Jewish Scrip- 
tures ; answers the most considerable Jew- 
ish. objections.;. and: frequently: makes. use 
of the. terms and phrases of Jewish Theol- 
ogy. < 

That this Evangelist wrote in a. time of 
Persecution, appears, from the many useful 
lessons. which he gives to comfort, and. sup-. 
port the suffering Christians ; and to mod- 
erate, win over, or at least deter, the perse- 

cuting Jews. With regard to the Chris- 


+ Ch. xxiii, 1-39. 
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tians, he informs them’ that ‘their afflictions 
were no more than what they had been 

taught to expect, and had engaged ‘to bear, 
when they embraced the Gospel* : That 

_ their sufferings were useful to them as trials 
of their faith + : ‘That a cowardly desertion 
of the gospel would only expose them to 
greater calamities, and cut them off from the 
hopes of heaven ¢ : That they might law- 
fully use means of preservation, when con- 
sistent with innocence : That the observ- 
ance of the rules of the Gospel was an ex- 
cellent means to soften the fury of their en- 

~ emiesf : And that it was better to suffer 
martyrdom,’ than by any base compliance 
to incur God’s displeasure}. 

On the other hand, with regard to the un- 
merciful Jews, he tries to soften their preju- 
dices, and engage them in the practice of 

. meekiess and charity** : To this end he in- 
culcates the amiableness of a compassionate 
and benevolent disposition{+ : ‘its’ advan- 


**Ch. x. 21, 22. 34—36. Ch. xvi. 24. 

°* Ch. v.11). .Choxxiv. 9—13. 

1 ch. x. 28, 32, 33. 39. § Gh. x. 16, 17. 23. 
# Ch. v. 39. vii, 12. 24—27. Ch. v. 13-20. 

: | Ch. xvi. 25—27. Ch. x. 28. ** Ch. ix. JS: 
= . $+ Ch. v. 3—48. Ch, xviii. 23-—-35. 
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tages here, and rewards hereafter}. He-re- 

minds them of ‘the judgments’ inflictéd on’ 
their fathers for the cruel treatment of the 
prophets, and that they might expect worse 
if they persisted:in the ways of cruelty} : for 
that God, ‘though long suffering, would at: 
last vindicate his elect, and punish their op- 
pressors with a general destruction. 

St. MarrieEw is-said by ancient writers 
to have written his Gospel originally in He- 
brew or Syriack ; out of which it was early - 
translated, either, by. himself, or some other 
Apostolick writer, into Greek, as being the 
more universal language. However,’ some 
judicious Criticks among the moderns, by 
examining the internal. structure of the 
Greek Text, have found reason to believe, 
that the ancients were mistaken in this re- 
spect, and that the Greek Copy is not a yer- 
sion, but the original*, * 


} Ch.v. 5.7.9. Chix. 40-42. Ch. xviii. 23-35. Ch. 
y. 21—26. Ch. xxv. 31-46. 


§ Ch. xxiii. 27—39. Ch. x. 14, 15. 
J Ch. xxiv. 1,&c. 


*See Larpvyer, Jortry, DoppripGe, WerTsTeINn, 
Basnace, &c. However, the contrary opinon is maintain- 
ed with no slight arguments by Mich agxrs. 


* 
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_ After all; whether the present Gospel was 
the origmal or the translation, it is agreed 
 onjalk hands to be of divine authority, be- 


~. Ing. published, in the Apostolick Age ; uni- 





versally received by the Christian Church 
as. authentick ; and many passages of it being 
(as,a- learned writer has lately shownt) in- 
corporated.into the Gospelsof St. Marx and 
St. Luxx, who have thereby born testimo- 
ny to its genuine sense, and set their seals 
to its, authority. “ed 


., t-See.Dr..Owen’s,. Observations on the Four Gospels. 
Bv way of specimen compare Mark iv. 1—9, with Matt. xiii: 
16-9.. .And Mark xiv. 26—46, with Matt. xxvi:30—50. So 
again comparé Luke iii. 4—6, with Matt. fii. 8, &c. Luke 
iy, 7—-9, with Matt. ii. 7—10. Luke‘iii. 16, 17, with Matt, 
tii. 11,12. Luke xii, 22—31, with Matt. vi. 25—33. Luke 
vii: 20, 22-28, with Matt. xi. 311, 
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Wi 
OF 


‘ THE GOSPEL ACCORDING’ TO 
ST. MARK. ‘i 


THIS Gospel is agreed to have been 
written by that Mark whom St. PETER 
affectionately calls his Son, i.e. his worthy 
disciple*, and whom the ancients ‘affirm to 
have been the familiar companion of that 
apostle. He is also believed to have been 
the Joun surnamed Markt, to whose 
mother’s house St. Peter retired when - 
released by the Angel out of Prison{, and 
who is the same Joun that accompanied 
St. Pavt and Barnabas in their travels}. 
Mark was only his surname, which he had 
probably assumed in compliance with the 
Jewish custom, while he travelled among 
the heathens, to whom his Hebrew name of 
Joun would have appeared too foreign. 

His mother dwelt at Jerusalem, and the 
Christians assembled at her house{; he 


* 1 Pet. v. 13. 
+ See Larpner, MrcuaeE ts, ke. 
t Acts. xii. 12.  § Ibid. ver: 25... @ Acts iii. 12: 
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was cousim to BarnaBas|l,’ and attended 
him and St. Pav in their first travels 
among the Gentiles*, but he soon separated 
from themt+, which occasioned a division 
between these two Apostles, when Barwa- 
Bas took..him along with him another jour- 
ney{. However, when St. Marx lived at 
Rome about the time of St. Pavw’s impris- 
onment, that Apostle had so good an opin- 
om of him, that he reckons. him among his 
fellow-labourers}, and had thoughts of send- 
ing him to Colosse4. 

St. Mark; even:humanly speaking, was 
avery credible, witness of the Life of Christ. 
He was strictly speaking an Evangelist, i.e. 
a Preacher, sent. by the Apostles to Jews 
and_ Gentiles without being confined to any 
particular church, What Timothy was to 
St. Paul, Marx was to St. Perer and 
Barnabas, and at last he.bore the same re- 
lation to St, Paul himself. It was usual for 
such Evangelists to have extraordinary gifts 
of the Hely Ghost.** Hence we have just 


i Col. iv. 10. | * Acts xii. 25. 
tT Acts xiii. 13. } Ch. xv. 36—40, 
§ Philem. 24. : ! Col. iv. 10. 


**1 Tim. iv. 14, and2 Tim.i-6. 
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reason to) believe: that St. Mark wroteby 
inspiration-;; Andvas the primitive ‘Church 
has transmitted to. us his’ Gospel, ai a!book 
of divine authority, without-ever enterta@int 
ing the least doubts of his inspiration;*we 
have no reason to consider it as ‘a meére hu- 
man composition. | 
St. Marx is universally-allowed to have 
Written after St. Marthe w*, and aJearn- 
ed. writer}: thinks; he also ‘wrote’ after’ St. 
Luke. The)Gospels-of these ‘two Evan- 
eelists were written, that of St. Matthew 
with particular reference to the Jews, that of 
St. Luke with a view to'the Gentiles ; the 
Gospel of St. Marx:(according to this sup- 
position) was-composed last of the three, in 
a still more simple form, and for more gen- 
eral use. It was written at the request and 
for the use of the Christian Church at 
Rome; which was at that time the grand 
metropolis and common center of all civil- 


-*M. Michaelis thinks that-46t.-Marx had St. Mar- 
THEW’s Gospel chiefly before him, and wrote principally 
with a Design of publishing in a more known language (sc. 
Pe. Greek) that which St: Matthew had written in He- 

réew. 

+ Dr. Owen. See his*Observations on the Four Gos-. 
pels, mentioned above in the Introduction. 
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ized natioris. . St. Marx’s Gospel is there- 
fore. a) simple and compendious narrative 
divested of almost. all peculiarities, and ac- 
commodated. to, the use of Christians in 
general. 
._, As the other two Evangelists had been so 
full in their accounts of our Saviour’s birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark’s 
passing. over that Period of the history, and 
confining his -nartative to the time of our 
Lord’s publick mission. And. as this had 
been so well-related already, he had little 
more to do than to abridge the two former 
_ Gospels, varying seme expressions, and in- 
serting some additions, which he probably 
had. from St. Peter... Whoever compares 
St. Marx with the other two Evangelists 
will find that he copies largely from both*, 
and takes one or other of them constantly 
) * See Dr. Owen’s Observations, &c. passim. Compare 
in the Greek Mark iv. 1—9, with Matt. xiii. 1—9 ; where 
the parable of the Sower is taken from St. Matt. ‘So again 
in the explanation of the Parable, ver. 15—20, he had his 
eye on St. Matt. ver. 19--23, till he comes to the conclu- 
sion, ver. 21, 22, 25, where he makes a transition to St. 
Luke, ch. viii. 16—18. Compare also, St. Mark i. 21—28, 
with Luke iv. 31—37, &c. &c. This co-incidence proves at 
least that one of these two Evangelists (St. Mark and St. 


Luke).had seen the other when he wrote. Which of them 
wrote first must be collected from other proofs. 
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- for his guide, .but chiefly St. ‘Matthew : 
the order, which ‘is his own, is very close 
and-well connected. In his‘account of facts 
he is clear, exact, and critical ; for he wrote 
for the perusal of a learned people : And he 
proceeds: with caution, as it were to clear 
his Gospel from all objectioris. 

His Exordium is singular ; for whilst oth- 
er Evangelists stile our Saviour ‘‘ the’ ‘Son 
‘of Man,” hé calls him expressly ‘ the 
“Son of God :” an august title; the more 
likely to engage the attention of the lordly 
Romans. With the same view probably he 
omits such particulars as might ’be of more 
use to’ his countrymen than to foreigners ; 
as the genealogy of Christ; the massacre of 
the children at Bethlehem ; the account of 
Jesus’s birth ; the sérmon on ‘the. mount, 
which’ exposes thé false morality of the 
Pharisees, to which the Gentiles were stran- 
gers ; and in general the quotations of cers 
tain prophecies of the Old Testament. On 
the other hand, he.adds some things for thé 
sake of the Gentiles, to.enable them to: un- 
derstand the History of Christ. Thus in 
“Hap, vii. 2, he explains what was the 
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meaning of “ defiled” or “ common” among 
the: Jews: and in ver. 3, 4, instructs his 
readers in the Jewish customs, which was 
unnecessary in St. Matthew. In Chap. xv. 
: 21, having mentioned Simon the’ Cyrenian, 
he adds, that he was “ the father of Alex- 
ander and Rufus,” because both these per- 
sons resided at Rome, and were known to 
the Roman Christians*. And perhaps tlie 
young man mentioned in Ch. xiv. 51, 52, 
was a Roman, whose curiosity might lead 
him to know the cause of the tumult, and 
being a stranger might be the sooner sus- 
pected, «and therefore apprehended. He 
-had perhaps often told the story at Rome ; 
and the Evangelist thought proper to’con- 
firm it. In this light it makes'a good ar- 
gument. All internal marks of this. sort 
confirm the report of the ancients, that St. 
Mark wrote his Gospel chiefly for the use 
of the Romans. | 

The time when he wrote it} appears to 
have been about the end of the year Lx11, or 
ix111, the ninth of the emperor Nero, when 


* See Rom. xvi. 13. , 
+ See Dr. Owen’s Observations, p. 76-80. © Mill, &e- 
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the Church stood in need of all the Conso- 


lations of Religion, to support it under the 
affictive, weight of a most dreadful and 
cruel persecution. 

The Greek language was at that time 
more in request at Rome, than the French is 
among us ; so that the most familiar letters 
of the emperor Augustus (which are still ex- 
tant) are commonly either in Greek, or in- 
termixed with Greek. We are not there- 
fore to wonder that St. Mark, a foreigner, 
wrote his Gospel im that language, for the 
use of the Christian Church in general. 


«en 











OF 


‘HE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. LUKE: 


THIS Gospel is generally allawed to 
have been written by that ‘‘ beloved Physi- 
cian, who is mentioned by St.. Paur in 
Col. iv. 14, and who appears from that pas- 
sage to have been.a Gentile.* Consequent- 
ly: he was neither one of the Seventy Discr- 
ples, nor ameye-witness of our Saviour’s 
Miracles, as hath been sometimes suppos- 
ed} ; but we know that he was intimately 
_ acquainted with’ Apostolical Persons. 

That St. Luke travelled with St. Paut 
to Rome, and there assisted him some 
time; appears from several passages of scrip- 
turef{. From hence he is affirmed by the 
ancients, to have gone into Africa, and to 
have preached the Gospel at Thebes in 
Egypt. His intercourse with the apostles 
and eye-witnesses of the works of Christ, 

* Col. iv. 11. compared with ver. 14. 


¢ Luke i. 3. 
¢ Acts xxyill. 13—16. Col, iv. 14. - Philem.24. 
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rendérs*him an anexceptionable witness, as 
aman ; especially, since he assures us, that 
heinivestizated every thing diligently*, and 
had “drawn ‘<it-ffom’ the fountain head.t+ 
And it is no more objection to the divinity 
of his book that he wrote from the informa- 
tion of others, than it is to the inspiration of 
Moses; that he took his first book from an- 
cient records, and sometimes refers to other 
bookst: and therefore we may Well receive 
the universal testimony of the Christian | 
Church, that St. Luxe, under the direction 
of the Hory Guost, committed to writing 
those particulars, which he had received 
- from. infallible witnesses. 

It has been the common opinion, that St. 
liuxe wrote later than St. Matthew and St. 
Marx : but the ingenious writer so often 
quoted) thinks that St. Marx wrote last of 


* 'Angita's. . + ‘Avaber, 

} Numb. xxi. 27. , 

§ Dr. Owen. See his Observations on the Gospels. He 
- fixes the date ox: St: Luke’s' Gospel-in A. D. 53 ; if so, it 
must have been written before St. Matthew’s (see above, p. 
50.) : but as the contrary seems demonstrable fromthe pas- 
sages of St. Matthew copied by St. Luke (see below), we 
must assign a later date to St. Luke’s Gospel : unless we 
date St. Matthew’s Gospel in 41, or 49, 


q* 
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the three; and this, as we have seen, has 
great appearance»of reason. {”’ . 

St. JeErom athrms, that St. Luxe -pen- 
ned his Gospel. on the borders of Achaia and 
Beotia, which should seem to be at the 
time when he was attending St. Pau in 
his travels through Greece ; under whose 
care and inspection he probably wrote it. 
It is agreed,to be this Evangelist whom that 
Apostle exfressly stiles, “the brother whose 
praise is in. the Gospelt.” And that St. 
Luxe wrote agreeably at least to St. 
Paut’s sense, will be evident to any one 
that compares the two passages quoted in 
the margint, where the Apostle and Evan- 
gelist have both used the very same words 
in Greek to describe the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper: this co-incidence shews 
the agreement of their sentiments, which- 
ever of them is supposed to have written 
first. 

St. Matruew’s Gospel being intended 
chiefly for the Jews, it was highly expedient 
“that some inspired apostolical person should 


q P. 60. _ +.2 Cor. yiii.18. 
$ Luke xxii. 19. 20. with 1 Cor? xi, 23—25. 
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write such a history of our Saviour’s Life, 
as might satisfy. the inquiries, and be adap- 
ted to the situation of the Gentile converts. 
This accordingly appears to have been the 
peculiar view of St. Luxe in his Gospel : 
for, writing to those who were far remote 
from the scene of action; and ignorant 'of 
Jewish affairs, it was requisite for him to | 
descend to many particulars, and touch on 
many points, which would have been un- 
necessary when writing to the Jews. Hence 
he begins his history so much farther back 
than the rest, and is’so careful in specifying 
times and places.’ Hence he gives the gen- 
ealogy of Christ, aceording to his NaTURAL 
descent from the Virgin Mary*, and oar- 
ries -it up to Adam : Shewing he was that 
seed of the woman, who was promised for 
the redemption of the wHote world. 

With regard to the general construction 
of St. Luke’s Gospel, it seems to be formed ° 


_ * By interposing an easy parenthesis, the Pedigree in 
St. Luke is naturally connected with the family of Mary. 
‘‘ Ann Jesus began to be, or was, when he began his Min- 
* ist*y, about thirty years of age ; being (as was supposed, 
**the.son of Joseph, but) in reality the son of Heli, who was 

* the father of Mary.” K1ppDER, 
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nearly on the«satie plan with that of St. 
MatrHew, whose very words are some- 
times:copied.} Indeed, as the Gentile con- 
verts suffered the same things from their 
countrymen that the. Jewish Christians did 
from: the Jews, it was necessary St. Luxe 
should adopt much the same points of in- 
struction, both to support the poor perse- 
cuted Christians}, and to soften and convert 
their malicious adversaries, of whom the 
Jews residing in the several countries were 
still the chief.* But as the rage and envy 
of the Jews proceeded now from another 
cause (for they. persecuted the Gentile 
Christians for laying claim to the privileges 
of the Gospel), we shall accordingly find 
St. Luke’s narrative peculiarly adapted to 
remoye their prejudices, and obviate their 
objections ; to soften and enlarge their 
minds, and deter them from their malicious 
proceedings. } 


+ See instances referred to above, in page 56 ; and oth- 
ers may be seen in Dr. Owen. 


} Ch. vi. 20—23. xii. 4—12. 31, Ke. xviii. 28—30. 
* Ch. vi. 24—26. x. 12. xiii. 1-5. xix. 14—44. 


§ Vide Ch. iv. 25—27. Ch. xx. 9—16.. Ch. xv. 11—32, 
@h. xviii.7, 8. Ch. xiii. 1—5. xxi. 5, Ke. Ch. xiii, 28-30. 
xiv. 16—24. 
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St. Luxe wrote in Greek, and (as ap- 
pears from the beginning both of his Gospel 
and Acts of the Apostles) at the request of 
a Christian of distinction, whose name was 
Treoruitus. He calls him xgarus, or EX- 
CELLENT, as we address certain persons 
with the title of exckitency. ‘The same 
title in Greek is given in the Acts to the 
Roman Governort, and was equivalent to 
the Latin Optimus, or Optimas, which the 
Romans addressed to their principal Sena 
tors of the most ancient families. - A great 
critick } thinks this was some nobleman who 
dwelt in Upper Egypt, and that St. Luxe’s © 
Gospel was written about A. D, txz11, in 
that country, near Thebes ; which he sup- | 
poses St. Jerom mistook for Thebes in 
Beeotia. He observes that the Syriack sub- 
scriptions represents this Gospel to have 
been published at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
he imagines many things in it were particu- 
larly expressed with a view to confute the 


} Ch. xxiii. 26. xxiv.3. xxvi. 5. 


‘§ M. Michaelis. See his Lectures on the New Testa: . 
ment. 
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falsehoods of the EGYPTIAN GOSPEL,an er- 
roneous narrative, whence Mahomet is be- 
lieved. to have extracted many of those 
false particulars of our Saviour’s history, 
which he has imserted in his Atco- 
RAN. 

Perhaps St. Lux £’s Gospel was first writ- 
ten in Greece, and republished along with 
the Acts when he afterwards was in Egypt. 
Be that as it may, the Date assigned above 
is probably the true one ; at least it appears 
pretty evident that St. Luxe’s Gospel, was’ 

i:ten after the year Lx1, if that be admit- 
ted to have been the Date of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel. 
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OF 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. JOHN. 


_ “THIS Gospel is universally agreed to 
have been written after:all the rest, with a 
view of completing whatever was deficient 
in them-all. This Evangelist, independent 
of his divine inspiration, must be allowed to 
have had a most perfect knowledge of the 
facts he relates; and as he undoubtedly ex- 
aminedall the other Gospels before he wrote, 
he is.an authentick :witness to their veracity. 
He was, according to. the testimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour’s near kindred. 
Before. he became acquainted with our 
Lord, he was a disciple of John the Baptist, 
and: probably one of those two whom he 
sent to Christ*. Our Saviour honoured 
him with the most intimate confidence, and 
loved him beyond his other Disciples. . tia ) 
and Peter and James were (exclusive oft ‘ si 

rest) witnesses of the raising Jairus’s davgiie = 


* Johni. S7—42. 





Fie, 
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ter, of Christ*s transfiguration, and of his 
agony in the Garden. He was the only 
Apostle who stood under the cross when 
Christ was crucified. So that he was bet- 
ter qualified than any other to describe the 
Miracles and History of Jesus Curisr. 
A very discerning writer* thinks that St. 
Joun in the life-time of his blessed master 
wrote down some of the heads of his dis- 
courses: At least that his stile perfectly 
resembles that of those who relate the dis- 
courses of another from short heads taken 
down while they were spoken. 

But we are to consider this Gospel not 
only as an historical narrative, but also as a 
controversial treatise, designed to confute 
various Heresies. Forno sooner was the 
Christian Church established, but its doc- 
trines were obscured, debased, and corrup- 
ted. by errors and heresies of various kinds : 


the first Hereticks assumed the name of 


Gnostics, i. ¢ ‘ knowing ones,” pre- 
ending to superior light and knowledge. 
‘hey were afterwards followed by the Nic- 


= wv 
+f 






5 ee See his I. ectures on the New Testa- 
ment. 
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oLAtTANs, whose false tenets were propo: 
gated by Eston andCrerintavs. These 
heresies prevailed most in Asia. _ Where- 
fore the Asiatick Bishops desired St.John to 


draw tip a refutation of them ; and he, in 
compliance with their request, composed 


his Gospel with a view to put those Here- 
ticks “ to shame, and to shew that there is 
‘“one God, who by ‘ Christ’ his Word 
‘‘ made all things, and that the Creator and 
‘ Father of our Lord were not, as they pre- 
“ tended, distinct bemings*, &c.”” . Where- 
fore he does not relate the birth and paren- 
tage of Christ, or even those facts of which 
he, Peter, and James, were eye witnesses, 
exclusive of the other apostles; but he 
chiefly collects such discourses and mira- 
cles, as confirm ‘the doctrines laid down in 
the first Chapter, which were counter posi- 
tiofis to those of Cerinthus and other here- 
ticks, who maintained the fee errors 
concerning Christ. 
CerxintTuus is said to have taught, i 

That the most high Gop was entirely un- 
known before the appearance of Christ, and 


* Irenus, contra Hares. lL. lil. ¢. © 
7 
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dwelt in a remote heaven called. Pleroma, 
with the chief Spirits or Mons}. 2. That 
this supreme God first: generated an. only 
begotten Son, who again begat the Woro, 
which was inferior to the first born. ,.3; 
That Curist was a still lower Mon, though 
far superior to some others. 4. “That there 
were two high ons distinct from’Cu x17 ; 
one called, Lirr, and the other; Licar: 
5. That from the4ons again proceeded in- 
ferior orders of spirits; and particulary one 
Demiurgus, who created this visible world’ 
out of eternal matter. 6. That this Demi- 
urgus Was ignorant of the supreme Gop, 
and much’ lower than the Mons; which were 
wholly invisible. 7. That he was howev- 
erthe peculiar God and protector of the Is- 
raclites, and sent Moses to’them ; whose 
laws and injunctions were to be of perpetu- 
al obligation.. 8. That Jesus: was a mere 
man, the real Son of Joseph and Mary. 9. 
That the on Christ descended upon him 
in the form of a Dove, when he was baptiz- 
ed ; revealed.to: him the unknown father, 
' and empowered him to work Miracles. 10. 


+ See the Introduction 
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‘Phat the Mon Licur entered John the bap- 
tist in the same manner; and therefore that 
John was in some respects to be preferred 
to Cwrist. 12. That when Jesus had 
propagated the -knowledge of God, and 
eame*to stiffer, Curis? left- him, and fled 
to the uppermost heaven.': 12. That Jesus 
Christ should reign on Earth a thousand 
years, and his disciples enjoy dll sensual de- 
lights. Some-of the ‘Cerinthian sect denied 
also the Resurrection of the dead ; and ma- 
ny of them maintained that Jesus Christ 
was not yet Tisén. 


~ ‘Now we shall find St. John’s Gospel di- 
vided into three parts. | : 


The 1st contains doctrines laid down mn 
opposition to those of Cerinthus*. 


The 2d delivers the proofs of those doc- 
trines ‘in an, historical manner. 


The 3d is a conclusion or appen- 
dix,” giving an account of the person 


“) 


* ORM. x18 + Ch. i. 19.—mx. 29 
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of ithe writer, and of the view he had ii 
writing. 


.._ In what year this Gospel was writter, is 
not agreed. among the ancients. It should 
seem. to have been before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which happened in the year of 
eur Lord ixx, for St. John speaks of that 
sity as still subsisting ; ‘* There is at Jeru- 
“ salem by. the sheep-market a pool, &c}.’” 
On the other hand it appears, from: the Gos- 
pel. itself, to have been written after the 
death of St. Peter, which is generally placed. 
m the year pxviir. For the other Evan- 
gelists, when they relate the cutting off the 
high priest’s servant’s.ear, conceal the name 
of Peter, lest the Jews should have a_legal 
pretence to prosecute him, and deliver him 
to the Romans to be. capitally punished. 
Whereas St. John mentions him expressly 
by name*. Nor could St. John probably 
have interpreted’ the words of ‘Christ, 
‘Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands and 
‘* another shalt gird thee+,”’ concerning the 


} Ch. xx. 30, to the end. § Ch. v. 2. 
*Ch. xvi ii. 10. : t Ch.xxi. 18. 
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manner of St. Peter’s death, if it had been 
written before the Crucifixion of that Apos- 
tle ; for, before that,.time the words were 
ambiguous. This limits the writings of 
this Gospel to the year Lx1x, a year ex- 
pressly specified by an ancient writer, “Oth- 
ers give the date of it so late as A. D. 
x¢vii, but this is, plainly confuted by the 
above arguments. 

According “to. every computation, St. 
John is allowed to have closed’ the whole 
Gospel History, to Have ratified’ and con- 
firmed the former Gospel, and to have esta- 
blished the Evangelical Canon on the firms 
est Ground and most venerable Authority. 
























THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


THIS forms a central or intermediate 
Book to connect the Gosrers and the 
Errstues. Itis an useful Postscript to the 
former, and a proper Introduction to the 
latter. 

This divine History is evidently a second 
part or continuation of St. Luke’s Gospel, 
as appears from the ‘very beginning of it : 
and ‘that both were Written by the same 
Evangélist, is attested by the most ancient 
Christian writers. ‘The subscriptions at the 
end of some Greek MSS. and of the copies 
ofthe Syriack Version, testify that St. 
Luke wrote the Acts at Alexandria in 
Egypt. 

“WS the narrative reaches down to the year 
of Christ tx111, the Acts cannot have 
been written earlier than that year; and that 
they 4vere ‘not written much later, may be 
inferred from the’ subject being continued 
no farther, which otherwise it would prob- 
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ably have been :-at least St. Luxe would — 
have been apt to have given the issue of St. 
Paul’s imprisonment at Rome, ‘as what the 
Christian reader would have been curious 
to have known. ._ 

Considered as a mere human witness, St. 
Luxe was better able than others to draw 
up an authentick history.of the Apostles, as 
he had accompanied St. Pav in so many 
of his, journies. . ‘As he was)a, physician by 
profession, he ,was able to. form a sound 
judgment of the Miracles St.. Paul wrought 
upon the diseased, and to make a credible 
report of them., But he seems not to have 
had the gift of healing himself; for in Ch. 
xxvii. 8,9, St. Paul, and not Hz, healed 
the sick. His accounts are generally so full 
and circumstantial, that the reader is per- 
fectly enabled to examine the facts himself, 
and to. judge whether they were attended 
with any deception or not. 

St. Luxe appears not to have intended to 
write a complete Ecclesiastical History of 
the whole Christian Church during the first 
xxx years after Christ’s Ascension. For 
he almost wholly omits what passed among 
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the Jews: after “the conversion of Paul ; 
though the labours and sufferings of thé 
other Apostles could not but have afforded 
interesting materials. 


If we examine the contents of this Book, 
- We may observe two ends pursued in it, 


Ist, To give an authentick relation of the 
effusionof the.Holy Ghost, and the. first 
Miracles by. which the truth of the Chris- 
tian Religion was established. An authen- 
tick. account of this was indispensably neces- 
sary,; simce Christ had. so often promised 
the Holy Ghost, to his Disciples ; and if a 
Heathen were to receive this Gospel, he 
would naturally inquire, how it had been 
first promulged at Jerusalem. 


2d, To impart those accounts which 
evince’ the claim ~of the Gentiles. to. the 
Church of Christ: .a:poimt particularly con- 
tested by. the. Jews about the time of» St. 
Luke’s writing the Acts. St. Paul. was at 
that very time a prisoner at Rome, upon the 
accusation of the Jews, who became his en- 
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emies for having admitted the Gentiles inte 
the Church. 


Hence it is, that St. Luxe relates* the ~ 
eonversion of the Samaritans, and} the his- 


tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not 


of the Circumcision, had; in-consequence 
ef a divine command, been instructed in the 
Gospel by St. Peter himself, to whom St. 
Pav.’s opponents’ appealedf. For the 
same ‘reason ‘he ‘relates, Chi xv. what was 
decreed by the first council at Jerusalem 
concerning the! Lévitical Law ; ‘and treats 
most fully of the coriversion of St. Paul, 
and of his mission ‘and transactions among 
the Gentiles. 


The Acts of the Apostles may very:prop- 
erly be divided into seven parts, viz. 


I. The account of the first Hebron af. 
ter Christ’s death, and of the events pre- 
ceding it, contained in Chap, i. ii, 


Il. The Acts at Jerusalem, and through- 
out Judea and Samaria, among the Chris- 


* Ch. viii. + Ch. x. xi. $ Gal. ii. 621. 
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tians of the Circumcision. Chap: ii. ix. 
“il. 3 


‘Tl. The Acts in Cesarea, and the re- 
eeiving of the Gentiles. Chap. xxi, 


IV. ‘The first circuit of St. Barnabas and 
St. Paulamong the Gentiles. Ch. xiit. xiv. 


V. The Embassy to Rome, and the ‘first 

- Council.at Jerusalem, wherein the Jews and 

Gentiles ' were’ admitted to an equality. 
Ch, xv. : 


VI. The second circuit of St. Paul. 
Ch, xvi. xix. . 


“VIL St. Pavx’s third Journey to Rome. 
Ch. xix. 2}—28. 








ie. 





OP 


THE EPISTLES. 


THE sum and substance of the Christian 
Religion is contained; in the History of the 
life and death, the doctrines and discourses, 
of our Lord in the Four, Gospris. The 
epistolary writings of the Apostles were oc- 
casional, being intended to confirm the sev- 
eral churches to whom they are addressed, 
in the same Rules of gospel-faith and prac- 
tice as they had been before instructed im; 
and accommodated to the disputes.and con- 
troversies, errors and false notions, that pre- 
vailed among them. 

The general method observable in, these 
Apostolick Lerrers is, First, to discuss 
the particular point debated in the Church, 
or among the Persons, to whom they are 
addressed, and which. was the occasion of 
their being written;, and_in,the next place 
to give such exhortations to every Chris- 
tian duty and virtue, as. would be. at all 
times, and in every church, of necessary 
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and absolute importance ; paying a partic- 
ular regard to those virtues, which the dis- 
putes that occasioned. the Epistle might 
tempt them to neglect. Now the former 
part of these epistolary writings cannot be 
rightly understood, but by attending care- 
fully to the state of the question there de- 
termined. ‘Therefore ‘the errors and vain 
disputes concerning Faith and Works, Jus- 
tification and Sanctification, Election and 
Reprobation, &c. which have so long vex- 
ed and distracted the minds of Christians, . 
have all arisen from one grand mistake of 
applying to themselves or other-particular 
persons now, certain phrases or passages . 
which plaihly referred to the rH EN State‘and 
condition, not of particular persons, but 
of whole churches, whether Jewish or Gen- 
tile, of those times. Perplexed and puz- 
zled with these knotty points, many well- 
meaning Christians have been drawn aside 
from paying ddue regard to those moral and 
- weighty exhortations, which are most easy 
to be understood, atid of infinite obligation 
to be put im practice*. 
* Vid. Pyke 
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Of the Epistles, x1v are by St. Paul, 
which are not placed according to the order 
of time in which they were written; but 
according to the precedent or supposed rank 
of the churches and persons to whom they 
are addressed : it will be proper therefore 
to exhibit here their Chronological order 
according to two eminent Criticks. 


THE 


CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 


Of the Epistuss, &9c. according to Mr. Micuaexts, 





and others. 

Epistle to, or by, - Places where written. ALD. 
1 PETER. JERUSALEM. 49 
GALATIANS. THESSALONICA. 51 
1 THESSALONIANS. CorRINTH. ‘52 
2 THESSALONIANS. CorInrTa. 52 
1 CoRINTHIANS. EpPHEsus. 57 
2 CoRINTHIANS. MAceEponta. 58 
1 Timorny, . : 58 
Romans. CoaintnH. Endof 58 
JAMES. Uncertain. 61 
PHILEMON. .. Rome. _ 62 
CoLossrans, é‘ Rome. 62 
EPHEsiaNs. . Rome. 62 
PHILIPPIANS. Rome. 62 


8 
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GALATIANS. ; 





REVELATIONS. PatTMos. 


——— 


Epistles. Places. 


1 THESSALONIANS. CORINTH. 
2 THESSALONIANS. CoRINTH. 


or EPHESUS. 
1 CoRINTHIANS. EPruHEsvws. 


MaAcEDONIA. 


or near it. 
MACEDONIA. 


1 Timotuy. 

MacEDONIA 
TiTvs. 3 ’ 
2 CoRINTHIANS. 
RoMANS. CoxInNTaA. 
EPHESIANS. Rome. 
2 Timoruy. ~~ RoME. 
PHILIPPIANS. RoME. 


CoLossIANs. RoME. 

PHILEMON. Rome. 
<{ Romg, or 

TeBRews. ’ 

ITALY. 


HepBReEws. Rome. 63 
Tirtvs. so ake Nicopotrs. Uncertain. 
2 PETER. Uncertain. 67 
JUDE. Uncertain. Uncertain. 
2 TimoTuy. Rome. 67 
3 Ervistres or Jonny. Uncertain. 70 


54 
96 


A TABLE OF ST. PAUL’S EPISTLES, 


With the Places where, and Times when written, 
according to Dr. LarDNneR, 


A. RQ. 
52 


52 


CorRInTH, near the end of 52 
or beg. of 53 
the beg. of 53 


56 
before the 
end of 56 
about Oct. 57 


about Feb. 58 
aboutApr. 61 
about May 61 


bef. the end of 62 
bef. the end of 62 
bef. the end of 62 


; in Spring of 63 
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A TABLE. OF THE CATHOLICK EPIS- 
TLES AND THE REVELATION, 


ACCORDING TO DR. LARDNER. ‘ 


Epistie. Place. A.D. 
JAME | JUDEA ot 
es or beg. of 62 
The two Epis- ee. 64: 
tles of PETER. st 
1b Jonn. EpHesus. about 80 
2d and 8d of between 80 
JoHN. ayenens ; and 90 
JuDE. Unknown. 64 or 65 
; PatTMos, or 95 
BRYELATION, ¢ Eruesus. : or 96 
nentle 4 prsamon. 


OF THE EPISTLE TO THE RO. 
MANS. 


THIS celebrated. Epistle was. written by 


St. Paux from Corinth, when-he was set- 


ting out for Jerusalem with the supplies | 
which had been collected in Macedonia, 
and at Corinth ; that is, according to sore 
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Criticks*, in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year nv111 ; 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 

The Christian Church at Rome appears 
not to have been planted. by any Apostle ; 
wherefore St. Paul, lest it should be cor- 
rupted. by the Jews, who then swarmed in 
Rome, and of whom many were converted 
to Christianity, sends them an abstract of 
the principal truths of the Gospel, and en- 
deavours to guard them against those erro- 
neous notions, which the Jews had of Jus- 
tification, and of the Election of their own 
nation. 

Now the Jews assigned three grounds for 
Justification. First, ‘‘ The extraordinary 
piety and merits of their ancestors, and the 
covenant made by God with these holy 
men.” They thought God could not hate 
the. children of such meritorious parents : 
and as he had made a covenant with, che 
Pattiarchs to bless their _ posterity, he was 
obliged thereby to pardon their sins. Sec- 


* So Dr.. Lardner, who thinke St. Paul'came to Co- 
mith in November, A. D. 57: and wrote this Epistle in 
February following. The other opinion is that of Michae- 
lis. Vid. Rom. xy. 25-27. , 
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ondly, “* A perfect knowledge and diligent 
st udy of the Law of Moses.” They made 
this a plea for the remission of all their sins 
and vices. Thirdly, “‘ The works of ‘the 
Levitical Law,” which were ‘to expiate sin, 
especially circumcision and sacrifices. 
Hence they inferred that the Gentiles must 
receive the whole law of Moses in order 
to be justified and saved. 

The Jews’ doctrine concerning Election 
was, “‘ That as God had promised to Abra- 
ham to bless his seed, to give him not only 
spiritual blessing, but also the Land of Ca- 
naan, to suffer him to dwell there in prospe- 
rity, and to consider him as his church up- 
on earth :” ‘Phat therefore this blessing: 
extended to their whole nation, and that God 
was bound to fulfil these promises to them, 
whether they were righteous or wicked, 
faithful or unbelieving. ..They even believ-. 
ed that a prophet ought not to pronounce. 
against their nation the prophecies with 
which he was inspired ; but was. rather to 
beg of God. to expunge his name out of the 
book of the Living. 
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‘Fhese previous remarks will serve as a 
key to unlock this dificult Epistle, of which 
we'shall now give a short Analysis*. 

1.:The Epistle begins with the usual 
salutation, with which the Greeks began 
their Letterst. 

2. St. Paul professes his joy at the flour- 
ishing state of the Church at Rome, and his 
desire to come and preach the Gospel. 
Then he-insensibly introduces the capital 
point he intended to prove, viz. 

3. The subject of the Gospel§, that it 
reveals a righteousness unknown before, 


which is derived solely from Faith, and 
_to which Jews and Gentiles have an equal 
claim. 

4. In order to prove this, he shews{ that 
both Jews and Gentiles are “ under sin,” 
i. e. that God will impute their sins to Jews 
as well to Gentiles. 

His arguments may be reduced to these 
syllogisms||. ‘“‘ The wrath of God is re- 
** vealed against those, who hold the truth 

* See Michaelis. + Chap. i. 1--7. 


t Ver. 8-19. § Ver. 16, 17. 
{ Chap. i. 18.— iii. 20. {| Chap. ii, 1. 1724. 
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- 


‘“‘ in unrighteousness ; i. e. who acknowl- 


“edge the truth, and yet sim-against it. 


“ The Gentiles acknowledged truths ; 
‘¢ but, partly by their Idolatry, and partly 
‘‘ by their other detestable vices, they sin- 
ned against the truth they acknowledged. 
*¢ Therefore the wrath of God is reveal- 
“ed against the Gentiles, and punisheth - 
‘“* them.” 3 
* ‘The Jews have acknowledged more 
“ truths than the Gentiles; and yet they sin. 
‘* Consequently the Jewish sinners are 
‘¢ yet more exposed to the wrath of God*.”’ 
Having thus. proved his point, he an- 
@wers certain Objections to it. 
Osjection Il. ‘“ The Jews were well 
‘* grounded in their knowledge, and studied 
* the law.’? He answers; if the knowledge 
of the law, without observing it, could jus- 
tify them, .then God could not have.con- 
demned the Gentiles, who knew the law by 
naturet. 
Osyection II. ‘ The Jews were cir- 
‘‘cumcised.”” Answer. ‘That is, ye are 


* Ch. ii, 112. + Ch. it. 18-16. 
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ad mitted by an outward sign into the Cove- 
nant with God. This sign will not avail 
you when ye violate that Covenant. 

Osyection III. According to this 
‘“ doctrine of St. Paul, the Jews have no 
“advantage before others.” ANsweER. 
Yes, they have still advantages ; for unto 
them are committed the oracles of God. 
But their privileges do not extend to this, 
that God should overlook their sins, which, 
on the contrary, Scripture condemns even 
in the Jews*. 

Osjztction IV. “ They had the Le- 
*¢ yitical Law and Sacrifices.” ANsweEr. 
From hence is no remission, but only the 
knowledge of sinf. 

5. From all this St. Paul concludes, that 
Jews'and: Gentiles» may be justified by the 
same means, namely, without’ the Levitical 
Law, through faith in Christ: And in op- 
position'to the imaginary advantages-of the 
Jews, he states the declaration of Zechariah, 
that God isthe God as well of the Gentiles, 
as the Jews}. 


} Ch. ii. 25—end. * Ch. iii. 1.19. 
+ Ch, iz 20. § Ch. ui. 28. 
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6,.As.the whole blessing was promised 
to the, faithful. descendants. of Abraham, 
whom both. Scripture. and: Jews €éall his 
Children, he proves his; formér assertion 
from the example of Abraham; who.was an 
Idolater, before his. call, but was declared 


just. by God, on account of his faith, long 


before his circumcision, Hence he takes 
occasion to, explain the nature and fruits of 
faith*, 

7.. He, goes:on to: prove from God’s jus- 
tice that the Jews had no advantages over 
the Gentiles, with respect to justification. 
Both Jews and Gentiles: had. forfeited life 
and immortality, by the. means of one com- 
mon father of their race, whom they them- 
selyes hadinot.chosen,;::' Now as..God was 
willing to restore immortality by anew spir- 
itual head ofja,coyenant, viz. Christ, it-was 
just that both Jews: and, Gentiles: should 
share in this new. representative of the whole 
racef. -Chap....v... ver, . 15, - 16; 
amount to this negative question, ‘‘ Is it not 
‘* fitting that the free gift should extendas 
‘* far as the offence ?? 





‘Chie 3. wih. + Ch. y. 12—end. 
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8. He shews that’ the doctrine of Justifi- 
eation, as. stated by him, lays us under the 
strongest obligations of holinesst. 

9. He shews, that the Law of Moses no 
longer concerns us at all ; for our justifica- 
tion arises from our appearing in’ God’s 
sight, as if actually dead with Christ, on ac- 
count of our sins ; but the Law of Moses 
was hot given to the dead. On this occa- 
sion he proves at large, that the eternal 
power of God over. us is not affected by 
this, and that whilst we are under the Law 
of Moses we perpetually become subject to 
death, even by sins of inadvertency*. 

10. Hence he concludes, that alb those, 
and those only, who are united with Christ, 
and for the. sake of his union do not live ac- 
cording to the flesh, are free from all con- . 
demnation of the Law, and have an un- 
doubted.share in eternal Lifer. 

11. Having described their blessedness, 
he is aware, that the Jews, who. expected a 
temporal: happiness, would object to him, 
that Christia:s notwithstanding endure 


¢ Ch. vi. 1—end. 
* Ch. vii, l—endt + Ch. viii. 117, 
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much suffering’in this world. He answers 


this objection at large. 


12. He shews that God is not ‘the less 
true and faithful, because he doth not justi- 
fy, but rather rejects and punishes those 
Jews who would not believe the Messiah}. 
In discussing this point we may observe the 
cautious manner in which, on account of 
the Jewish prejudices, he introduces it, as 
well as in the discussion itself. 

He shews that the promises of God were 
never made to all the posterity of Abraham ; 
and that. God’ always reserved to himself 
the power of choosing. those sons of Abra- 
ham, whom for Abraham’s sake he intend- 
ed to bless, and of punishing the wicked 
sons of. Abraham ; and that with respect 
to TEMPORAL happiness or misery, he was 
not even determined: in his choice by their 

works. Thus .he rejected Ishmael, Esau, 
the Israelites in the desart in the time of 
Moses, and the greater part of that people. 
in the time of Isaiah, making them a sacri- 
fice to his justice. || 





¢ Ch. viii. 18—end. § Ch. ix. x. xi. 
* Ch. ix. 1—5. } Ch. ix. 6—29. 
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He then ' proceeds to shew that God had 
reason to reject most. of: the Jews then liv- 
ing, because they would not believe in the 
Messiah, :though the Gospel had been 
preached to:them ‘plainly enough*. How- 
ever, that.God had not rejected all his peo- 
ple, ‘but was still fulfilling his promise upon 
many thousand natural descendants of 
Abraham, who believed in the Messiah ; 
and would in a future period fulfil them 
upon more ; for that all Israel would be 
converted+. “And he concludes with ad- 
miring the wise counsels of Godf. 

13. From the Doctrine hitherto laid 
down, and particularly from this, that God 
has in mercy accepted the Gentiles; he 
argues that the Romans should consecrate 
and offer themselves up wholly to God. 
This leads him to mention in particular 
some Christian duties], viz. 

14.'He ‘exhorts them to be subject to 
magistrates}; the Jews at that time being 
given to sedition. 

* Ch. ix. 39.—x. end. + Ch. xi. 1—-32. 


} Ver. 38—end. q Ch. xii. 
§ Ch. xiii. 17. 
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1\L5.. To: love gneanother heartilyf..: And, 
°46..To. abstain from those yices, which 

were considered as things indifferent among 
the: Gentiles}. 

«17. He exhorts the Jews ana Gentiles in 
the Christian Churcli to brotherly unity. 

,.18. He concludes his Epistle with an ex- 
euse. for having ventured. to admonish the 
Romans, whom hehad not converted ; with 
an account of)ihis journey. to Jerusalem ; 
and with some salutations to those persons, 
whom he . meant. to. -recoramend, to the 
Church at Rome. | : 


. IG, Leth oY iil i 
OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
s" CORINTHIANS. 


“CORINTH was a wealthy and luxuri- 
ous city, situated in Achaia, upon the Isth- 
mus or néck of land which.joins Morea to 
the rest of Greece. Near it were celebrated 


} Ver.2—10. § Ver. Ll—end. , 
*| Ch. xiv. 1.—xy. 15. : || Vide Michaelis. 
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those Isthmian games to »yhioh/St, Pam. 
alludes an this Epistle. In» this. tity) St. 
Paul had spent two- years, splantihg aC bris- 
tian church, which consisted, like; meéstoof 
the others, of: aamixture of Jewishantl Chtis- 
tian converts. But, having) been dbsent 
from, ‘them about !three>years, théy .were 
over-ram with great disorders, antl sail in- 
to various sects and ‘factions. 

This occasioned ithe following daniaties 
which ‘was written by ‘St. Pa vy;cpust before 
his depatture:from “Ephesus*, ‘about déas- 
tert in the year of Christ ‘t-v0z,;/in'théothitd 
of the emperor Nero. It was intended, 
partly to correct some Corruptions and 
Abuses among the Corinthians, and partly 
to answer certain Queries they had propos- 
ed to-him, ay 


In his Insbieateot, he) expresses his 
satisfaction at all the good he knew of them, 


particularly at.'their having thé) gift'(of the 


: * Acts xx. 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 8; 9. : ’ 
+ So Michaelis anfers from ’ Ch: v.-7, 6.°*'Yeare Ain. 


leavened,” which he interprets, “ Ye are, ngw keeping-the 
feast of unleavened bread.” 


Dr. Lardner dates this Epistle a year sooner. 


q Ch, i 1. 9.* 
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Holy » Ghost: 'for the. confirmation of the 


Gospel. 


And first; .he corrects: their ws Pe" 
and abuses. 


se AE : F rebukes the Sectaries among them, 

and defends himself against one or more 
false teachers, who had ‘alienated most-of 
the Corinthians from himt+. 

2, He considers the. case of a notorious 
offender, who had married his father’s wife, 
i, €. his own step-mother : orders them to 
€xcommunicate this person, andto acknowl- 
edge no publick fornicator as a brother}. 

8. He reproves them for their covetous 
and litigious temper, which caused them to 
prosecute ‘their Christian brethren before 
heathen courts of judicature.} : 

4. He cautions them against fornication, 
a vice to which they had been extremely 
addicted before they were converted, and 
which some of them still reckoned among 
the’ things indifferent, or which might be 


+ Ch. i. 10. iv.—end. : 
t Ch. v. 13; § Ch. vi. +9. 
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practised or let. alone without breach of 
morality*. 


In the next place he answers certain 
Queries they had proposed. 


~~ 


@ And, first, he determines some question; 
relating to the marriage-statey. 

2. He instructs them how to act with re- 
spect to Idol-offeringst. It could not.be 
unlawful in itself to eat the meat, which had 
been offered to Idols ; for the consecration 
of flesh or wine to an Idoi did not make it 
the property of the Idol, an Idol being 
nothing, and therefore incapable of proper- 
ty). But some Corinthians thought it law- 
ful to go to a feast in the Idol-temples which 
at the same time were places of resort for 
lewdness ; and to eat the sacrifices whilst 
praises were sung to the Idolf. ‘This was 
publickly joining ‘in the Idolatry. —He even 
advises to abstain from such participation as 
was lawful, rather than give offence. to a 


* Ch. vi. 10—end. + Ch. vii. 1—end. 
¢ Ch. viii..1. xa. 1. § Ch. x. 25S 
qj Ch. viii. 10. x. 20—22. 
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of ‘weak “brother: which he inforced by his 
: own’ exhiple; ‘who had abstained from ma- 
ny lawful things, ‘rather thian create offence 
= : to the Gospel. 
(3) He dtswers a third Query, eoncern- 
- ing thé manne? in whieh women should de- 
liver any'thing nv publick, when called to it 
by # @ivine impulse.*) And here he’ cen- 
sufés°the unusual Gress of both sexes in 


od préphesying, which: exposed them to the 
ie contempt of the "Greeks, among whom the 


re- 


ion 


; men usualfy went uncovered, and the wom- 
et efi ¥eiled. echt bY 
MS “He also takes’ occasion here to censure 
eT the“ inrégularities committed at their love- 
De : feasts, &e. and-in the exercise of the extra- 
i otdinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, &ct. : 
“let 4;' He" asserts ‘the Resurrection of the 


Si dead ; which some among’ the Corinthians 
wt doubted, ‘and ‘others denied.f.- 

0 3 Fle the Goncludes with some directions 
hus fo the Corinthiin “Church concerning the 
0.8 manner of collecting alms’; promises them 
a Visit 5 and salutes some of the members}. 


. Ch. xi. 2-17. yer. 18—34. + Ch. “ii. xiii. xiv, 


t Ch. xv. § Ch. xvi.” Vid. Michaelis. 
Q* ‘ 


1€2 


OF. THE:.SECOND EPISTLE TO. 
. ‘THE CORINTHIANS). « 


ST. .Pavx’s first Epistle had. wrought 
different effects among the Corin THIANS: 
‘Many of them, entered. into themselves} 
they excommunicated the incestuous man; 
requested, ‘St. Paul’s return; with tears, and, 
vindicated him. and his.office against the 
false teacher and-his adherents. Others, of 
them still adhered :to that adversary of St. 
Paul, expressly denied his Apostolical, Of, 
fice, and even furnished themselves with 
pretended arguments from that Epistle. 
He had formerly promiséd to take a jour-. 
ney from Ephesus: to: Corinth, thence to 
visit *the.. Macedonians, and.-, return’ from 
_ thenge,,; to) Corinth*, . .But the unhappy 
state of the Corinthian Church,.. made him 
alter his-intention+, since he fourid, be must 
have treated them ‘with .severity,;) Hence 
his adversaries partly argued, 1st, ‘That St, 
Paul . was; irresohite,.and_ unsteady ; and 
therefore could not be a prophet. 2dly, 


* 2 Cor. 15, 16; : + Ver. 23 
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The, aniprobability of “his: ever coming te 
Gorinth again; since hér was afraid of them. 
-' Such, ivas: thes state: of the Corinthian 
Church - when St.Paul, after his departure 
from) Ephesas, :liaving visited Macedonia*, 
received, an account of the above particu~’ 
Tars from: Titus}; and) therefore. wrote them 
his\second® Epistle: about the end of the 


‘same yeart «8 or the ene of Lviit. 


"The contents of this Epistle are these. 


wl. He gives: the. Corinthians an account 
of his: \Suflerings to that time, and of the 
comfort he! derived. from — on the 
apy rego 

2. He . vindicates bisiotib )against vihiont 
who would not consider him as a true 
Apostle Desaune he had altered his resolu- 
tions]. 

3. He forgives the incestuous ming j ; and 


tells: the Corinthians how much he tad 
for their amendment**.| 


* Acts xx. L. + 2 Cor. vii. 5, 6. 


}So Dr. Lardner, who dates it from Macedonia about 
Sept. or Oct. nv4r1. 


§ Ch. i. 111." q Ch. i. 12.—i1. 4. 
| Ch. ii. 53% ** Ver, 12, 
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‘oh. He “treats of thé office ‘committed to 
him of preaching” the ‘Redemption; and 
highly prefers it to preaching the Law ;°to 
which probably ‘his adversaries ‘had made 
great pretences.’ ‘hey had. ridiculed’ his 
sufferings } which he shews to’ be no dis- 
grace to to the Gospel-or its ministers :: and 
here he gives'a short weg of the-do¢- 
trine he preaches*. 

5. He shews it to be his office, not el 
to preach the Redemption by Christ, but to 
inculcate’ certain» dutiés, ‘and particularly 
that of flying from Idolatry (an oblique cen- 
. sure of those who attended the Idol-feastst. ) 

6. He endeavours once .more to win 
their }confidence, by telling them ‘how af- 
fectionately he was. disposed towards them, 
and rejoiced at their amendment.t | 

7. He exhorts them to a liberal collec- 
wa for the Christians: in Judea.}_ 

. He: vindicates ‘himself ‘against ' those 
bet thought him defiéient:in the evidences 
of his Apostleship, and imputed his caution, 


* Ch. ii. 14. v—end. + Ch. vi. 
$ Ch. vii, 16. § Ch. viii 1. ix. 14: 
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when at Corinth,; to his consciousness ‘of 
not being a true minors. | 4 


‘ ; 


OF THE, EPISTLE TO THE GA: 
oun? LATIANS. 
’ 

THE Bie Mil were descended from 
those Gauls;, who: had ‘formerly invaded 
Greece, and: afterwards. settled in Lower 
Asia... St, Paux had preached the: Gospel 
among them in the year 11, soon after the 
council held at Jerusalem*. | Asia swarm- 
ed at that time ‘with zealots: for the law of 
Moses, . whe. wanted to.impose it upon the 
Gentilest..;. Soon after St. Paul shad: left the 
Galatians, these false-teachers: ‘had got 
among them, and wanted them to be cir- 
cumcised, &c. “This. occasioned. the fol- 
lowing Epistle} which an eminent critickt 
thinks was written iti the same year, before 
St. Paul left Thessalonica : ha otherst 


qT Ch. x. to the end. Vid. Michaelis. 
* Acts xyizGus « .. ‘4 ¢ Acts xy. ay: 
} Michaelis. § Dr. Lardner, &e: 
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date it-aboutthe efd of the year’ L11, or im 
the very beginning of ny#r1,' before St. Paul 
setoutto go toJerusalem by way of Ephesus. 


The subject of this Epistle is much the 
same with that of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans ; otily this question is'more partic- 
ularly considered . here,.. Whether Cir- 
“cumcision, and the full observance of 
* the Levitical Law, were necessary to: the 
i, * salvation of a Christian convert ?” 

J 


| > | — —_ ——* a 


It, seems, these.’ Judaizing Christians, 
whose: indirect. views St. Paul .exposes*, 
at first only .labqured to represent Circum- 
Cision, as necessary to salvation, without 
obliging the Gentiles: to observe the whole 
Levitical Lawt; yet they insisted upon the 2 
Christians receiving the Jewish festivals and 
spbeeeel jo t. 


“Their piincipal siedinents were, 
: 1; “6 "That the Apostles at Jerusalem, St; | 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church : 
at. Jerusalem, considered Circumcision as 
necessary ; that St, Paul was only a deputy 


_* Ch. vi. 19,13. + Acts xv. 1." Gal. ¥- 3, 9, 
} Chiv. 10.” 
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from, that Church, and his'doctririe sonly’ to 
be “regarded. so'fat as it agreed with:that of 
the church of Jerusalem.” © This. obliged 
St. .Paul:to declare, not only that the Ajpos- 
tles.at Jerusalem:perfeetly -concurred with 
him, but also that: he -was ‘an immediate 
Apostle of Christ. 

2. “ That)St. Paul himself had:changed 
his opinion, and now: preached ‘wp’the Le- 
vitical Law.” ~They urged perhaps ‘that 
he-had. catsed ‘Timothy to be circumcised 
justibefore he'caine to'them]. 

3. “ That all the promises of-God ‘were 
made to the sons of Abraham ; and that 
whoever would partake of Abraham’s bles- 
sing, must, like him, be circumcised.” 
This objection he fully answers.* 

4. “That Isaiah ‘foretold an approach- 
ing conversion.of the Heathens, and:prom- 
ised children from, among-them to Sion, or 
Jerusalem ; and. therefore, if the Gentiles 
desired, to be.children of the Church. of Je- 
rusalem, they ought to conform to the rites 
of that church.” ‘In answer to this the 


§ Gal. i. 8. 10. v. 11. " Acts-xvi.3.. GalsiieS- 
* Gal. iii. 7. iv. 18. 
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Apostle shews, that these children were not 
‘promised to the Jewish; but \ to the’ = go 
or Jebusite Jerusalemy. es 

St. Paul frequently directs Christians to 
bear with the weakness of those Jewish’ con- 
verts who “observed the Levitical Lawt. 
But the Galatian Church consisted of Gen- 
tiles ; and the wholé import of’ this Epistle 
is, that they should not be circumcised. 

In the. two last chapters are some prac- 
tical exhortations, designed chiefly against 
the animosities and partialities which these 
disputes had bred among them. 


ie ak oe 


OF THE EPISTLE-TO.THE EPHE. 
SIANS. 


EPHESUS was the chief city of. all 
Asia on this'side Mount Taurus. St,Paur 
had passed through it in the year tiv, but 
* without making any stay*. ‘The following 


FI 


¢,Ch- iv, 19-31. --The words, ver» 25, “Sinai is « 
mount in Arabia,” are thought to be a gloss crept into the 
the text. 
Rom. xiv.) Aots xxi. 23, 24. 26. 
Acts xviii. 19—21. 
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year he returned to Ephesus,.again, and 
stayed there three years}, -During his 
ye: there, he completed a yery flourish- 
ing church of Christians ;_ the first founda- - 
tions of which had been laid. by some infe- 
rior teachers. As Ephesus, was. frequent: 
ed by persons.of distinction from all parts 
of Asia-minor, St, Paw. took the, opportu- 
nity of preaching inthe ancient countriest ; 
and the other, churches of Asia were con- 
sidered as the daughters. of )the church of 
Ephesus ; so that.an Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians was, in effect;.an Epistle to the other 
churchesof Asia at the same time. 

In the year 1x1. St. Paul was carried 
prisoner to Rome for the first time ; and 
during his confinement there, which was 
not very close*, he .wrote the Epistles to 
Puritemon, the Corosstans, the Erir- 
SIANS, and PHILIPPIANS. 

Hence all these Epistles bear so great 
a resemblance in their style and_ manner. 
Of these four, a learned writer§ thinks the 
Epistle to the Ermesians was first writ- 





+ Ch. xix. pa deer. 10. 
* Acts xxvill. 31, $2. "Se. Larner. 
0 “‘ | 
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ten by the Apostle in the spring A. D. xz, 


as soon as conveniently could be, after his 
friends at Rome had taken a lodging for oii 
and he was settled in it. 

This. Epistle was intended to establish 


the Eruesians in the faith; and~ to this 


end, To give them more exalted views of 
the love of God, and of the excellence and 
dignity of Christ ; To shew them they were 
saved by grace, and that the Gentiles (how- 
ever wretched they had been once) had 
now equal privileges with the Jews; To 
encourage them, by declaring with what 
steadiness he (St. Paul) suffered for the 
truth, and with what earnestness he prayed 
for their establishment and perseverance in 
it ; And finally to engage them to the prac- 
tice of those duties, which became them as 
Christians}: 

The city of Epxzsus was distinguished 
by peculiar vices and sins, which are al- 
juded to in this Epistle, and in those to 


“Timorn#y. 


1. It was the genuine seat of the idola- 
trous worshipgoef, Diana, who was called 






<<VENiG. Doddridge. 
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setrerpa, orthe Saviour Goddess : in dp- 
position to which St. Paul calls the true 
Deidhtborn, orthe Saviour God, in his 
8 to. Timothy*. 

. The Ephesians were remarkable for 
the peketig of superstitious arts. 

3. They were vain in their dresst. 

4, "They were remarkable for lewdness 
‘and drunkenness, and gloried in obscenity 
of language}. 

An eminent CritickY thinks the Chris- 
tians of Ephesus were also tainted with the 
errors of the Essenes ;,.an account of which 
the Reader will find below, in the Introduc- 
tion to the rirst Ertstie to Timortuy. 






« 


OF THE EPISTLE TO THE PHIL-. 
IPPIANS. 


PHILIPPI! was a city of no great ex- 
tent, in Macedonia, near the borders of 


*1 Tim. i. T. ii. 3. t Acts xix. 18, 19. 
} See 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. § Eph. ch. v. 


{ M. Michaelis. See his Letturesi onthe New Testa- 
menti ie . . 
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‘Fhrace. The Christian religion was first 
planted there about the year 11, by St. 
Paux*, who left St. Luke and Timothy to 
carry on the work. He afterwards paid 
them a second: visit}, and, it is probuble, { 
saw them afterwards a third time. ] 
This Epistle was sent at the same time | 
with the preceding, viz. A. D, 1x11 or t 
‘txiir. The design of it seems to be, To’ kL 
comfort the. Philippians under the concern e 
they had expressed for his imprisonment at | ( 
Rome ; To check a party spirit that had r 
crept in affiongthem ; and to promote on p 
the contrary an intire union and harmony of 


S 
affection; To guard them against being se- it 
duced from the purity of the Christian faith a 
by judaizing teachers ; ‘To support them E 
under the trials with which they struggled ; 

And, ahove.all, to inspire them with a con- , c 
gern to adorn, their holy profession by the if 
most eminent attainments in the divine te 
lifes. ) | P 

Ras xvi. + Acts xxi. 6. E 


. “}Vid. Doddrid; €. 


ei? 
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OF “THE EPISTLE TO THE Co- 
) -LOSSLANS. 


— 
en 
ie 
cs 


ne | 


COLOSSE (or, as it was anciently writ- 
ten, ‘Colasse) was a considerable city of 
Phrygia in Asia-mimor: St.Paul himself 
had’ not been at this city when he wrote 
this Epistle*, though de had some years 
before travelled through Phrygia. How- 
ever, Epaphras had founded a» Christian: 
Church at Colosse, and probably in the 
neighbouring cities of Laedicea and Hiera-: 
polisf: It jis probable‘ that:-some €Colos- 
sians;) who. had: heard St.: Paul preach at: 
Ephesust,. might ‘be ‘converted by him ;: 
and: among them’ PHrLeMon, to whom St.. 
Paul addressed his Epistle so ‘intituled.. 

Now the Churches’ of ‘Colosse,  Laodi- 
cea, and. Hierapolisy ‘were exposed to more 
imminent danger’ of being seduced by false 
teachers, as they had’not reeceivedthe Gos- 
pel immediately from an Apostle, but from 
Epaplras ; and as they might question, 


* Cet. 4:1. + Cobh i.¢. iv. 42, 153. 
} Acts xix. 40, 


tQ* 
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whether Epaphras did not err in some re- 
spects : this occasioned St. Paul’s anxiety 
for them*, and indticed him to confirm the 
Doctrine of Epaphras by this Epistlet, 
which was. written from Rome about the 
same time with the preceding, A. D.‘ix11 
or xtx11r. A learned writert thinks this 
andthe Epistle to Purie mon. were sent 
away together by, Tychicus and Onesimus, 
although. that;to ‘Philemon. was probably 
first delivered. 

‘The more immediate . occasion of wri- 
tine to the Colossians, was an Epistle St. 
Paul had: received. rrom the Laodiceans}, 
which an eminent Critick# thinks contained 
some» written queries: relating to the doc- 
trines of the Essenes, and this: Epistle was 
intended: to, answer, them. , What those 
Doctrines were,. see in the Introduction to 
the rrrst Epistur ‘ro Timoruy. | 

This Epistle, to che Colossians is so 
like that to the Ephesians, both:in language 


© C@pii. 1. ~~ $Cel. i. 7. iv. 13, 13, 
? Lardner. See also Michaelis. 
§ Chiav. 16... § Michaelis. 
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and. contents, that the one will greatly illus: 
trate the other. 


ee oar 


OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE. 
THESSALONIANS. 


*“THESSALONICA was in St. Pav1’s 
time the capital of ‘Macedonia: St. Pavr 
had preached the Gospel there in the. year 
41* ; some few. among the Jews received 
the Gospel’; but 4 great multitude of those 
Heathens, who confessed one only true 
God}, became’ cétiverts to Christ. Hence. 
the majority of: the’ Church ‘consisted of 
native Heathens, who had formerly been 
Idolatersts The Jews; ever jealous:of the 
admission of the Gentiles to the same: priv- 
ileges with themselves,’ raised sucha dis- 
_turbarice, that St. Paul, with. Silas, was 
obliged suddenly to‘withdraw.: they.even 
pursued him to: Berea.. He left Silas and. 
‘Timothy there, and fled to Athens, order- 
ing them to follow him{. Timothy did not 


* Acts xvil. | + SeOiceves “Barwes. 
t 4 Thess. i. 9. § Acts xvii. 14, 15, 1 Thess. fii. 1, 2. 
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‘Jong continue there with St. Paul, but was 
sent back to Thessalonica, and, when he 
returned, found St. Paul at Corinth ; 
- where he resided a -year and half* ; and in 
the former part of that time this Epistle was 
probably written, viz-about A.D. urs | 


With regard:to the state of the Church 
of Thessalonica, the knowledge of which is 
requisite to understand these two Epistles, 


1. It consisted ' chiefly of. Gentiles, and 
of; some Jewish. members. It is:probable 
that the Teachers. mentioned inthe fifth 
Chapter} were converts from: Judaism ; at 
least, such Greeks .as had: before been. pros- 
elytes to the Jewish religion.. 

2)" Phis-Churel being still in its infan- 
cy, and’ oppressed by’ the powerful Jews, | 
required to be established in the faith. St. 
Paul therefore in ‘the «three first Chapters 
endeavours to'‘convince the Thessalonians 
of the truth and divinity of his’ Gospel, 
both by the miraculous gifts of the Holy 


* St. Paul came there before the end of the year 51, and 
‘staid till the beginning of 53. Lardner. 


+ Ver. 12. . 
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Ghost, which had been imparted ; and by 
his own conduct when among them. 

3. An error prevailed. with respect to 
the doctrine of the last Judgment. The 
Thessalonians, like most of, the primitive : 
Christians, thought the. day of Judgment 
would happen in their time. They imag- 
ined those, who liyed to see it take place, 
would have great advantage over the de- 


ceased faithful, which was probably to con- 
sist on their entering’ immediately on the 


Millennium. ‘This error he combats in 
the fourth Chapter. 

4. Some of this Church wi refused 
to subject themselves to the teachers, had 
at the same time given themselves up to 
disorder; and they seem to have carried on 
this unraliness, under a pretence of teach- 
ing or edifying others: On this account 
the Apostle gives the admonitions in the 
fifth Chapter*. 


* Ver. 11—14. 
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OF THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
|. THE-THESSALONIANS. 


THE second Epistle to the Thessaloni- 

' ans was sent from Corinth soon afier the 
first, viz. A. D. riz. St. Paul found the 
Thessalonians still considered the day of 
Judgment as at hand, and that the disor- 
ders before reproved were «till carried on 
among them. He therefore in this second 
Epistle ‘shews, that. the last day was still 
distant, from some prophecies not yet ful- 
filled ; and gives them more particular di- 
rections how .to conduct themselves. to- 
wards those disorderly persons. 

M.. Michaelis thinks that 2 Thess. ii. 2. 
| refers to some Epistles forged in St. Paul’s 
, name to propagate the above error ; and to 
7 certain calculations. and false prophecics ap- 
plied to the same purpose. 


—2 +o 


_OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIM- 
OTHY. 


WE have an account of TimorTuy in 
the Acts of the Apostles*, and in ether 


* Acts. xvi, 1—3. : 
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parts of the New Testamentt, from which 
he appears to have been'a youth of most 
excellent qualities, and almost pgp 
the companion of St. Pauz. 

This first Epistle to him is by some 
dated, A. D. rxv, but by others on better 
groundst about A. D. pvr, or Lv4it, at 
the time of St. Paul’s journey into Macedo- 
nia.} This Apostle being obliged to retire 
from Eruesvs earlier than he intended, on 
account of the insurrection raised by De- 
metrius, left Timothy behind him, to re: 
store perfect order in the Church, to fill the 
Ecclesiastical Offices, and to withstand 
False Teachers. | 

As some of the Ephesians would not 
obey him, ard others attempted ‘to force 
themselves upon him as Bishops and Min- 
isters, St. Paul wrote this Epistle, which 
he might lay before them as his commis- 


+2 Tim.i. 5. Acts xiv. 2 Tim. iii. 10, 11. 1-Tim. w. 
14. 2Tim.i. 6. 1Timiv. 12. Heb. xiii. 23. fig also 
the address to 2 Cor. Philipp.) Colloss. Land 2 Thess. 
Philem. 

$ See Michaelis, Lardner. The place whiere this Epis- 
tle was written is not certainly agreed ; though it is likely 
St. Paul was either in Macedonia, or near it. 


§ Acts xx. 1. € Acts xix. 
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sion: So that it- is rather’to the Erue- 
srans than to TimoTay.* 
An eminent Critick+ thinks this first 
_ Epistle to Ti1motrny, and those to the 
Epurstans and Corossrans, were -lev- 
elled against cértain errors prevalent among 
them, which the Esstwes (a Jewish sect) 
had borrowed from oriental Philosophers : 
They held, 1. ‘That God was surrounded 
“by Demons or Angels, who were media- 
tors with God, and therefore to be wor- 
shipped. 2. That the soul is defiled by 
the body ; that all bodily enjcyments hurt 
the soul ; which they believed to be im- 
mortal, though they seem to have: denied 
the resurrection'of the body, as it would 
only render the soul sinful by being reuni- 
ted to it. 3. That there was a great mys- 
tery in numbers, particularly im the nuinber 
Seven ;, they therefore attributed a natural 
holiness. to the Seventh or Sabbath day, 
which they observed more strictly than the 
other Jews. ‘They spent their time mostly 


~* *See L Tim, 3. 18. iv. 6. 12, 13, v. 25. 
+ M. Michaelis. | 
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in contemplation; -abstained from marriage, 
and every gratification of the senses ; used 
washings, and thought it sinful to touch 
certain things ; regarded wine as poison, &c. 
In opposition to these, St. Paul, in these 
three .Epistles,.shews. the. superiority of 
Christ to the Angels, and warns Christians 
against worshipping them. He. censures 
the observation. of,..Sabbaths; rebukes 
those, who forbade marriage,.and the touch- 
ing of .certain things:; and: who delivered 
commandments of ‘men;concerninge. meats, 
and prohibited them. ||;He' permits Timo- 
thy to dink wine. ;. blames those who ab- 
stain from nourishing: their bodies ;' and .en- 
joins bodily exercise. |. He cautions against 
a Philosdphy;.:| which, teaches. all ‘these 
things ; and-against: persons, who «assume 
a great’ appearance of “wisdom and virtue. 
He delivers’ Hymenens: ‘over to Satan, *be- 
‘cause hep: hap agr a was ‘no resurrec- 
tion of the fleshy’ eI Youd on 
The same} Leni writer thinks the-er- 
rors of the Essenes had found their way in- 
to these churches’ through” Apollos*, who 


* Acts xvii. 24. xix. 17. 
1} 
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was of Alexandria, in the neighbourhood of 
which Essenes prevailed ; and also ‘through 
the twelve Christians mentioned in Acts 
xixt, who appear but imperfectly acquaint- 
‘ed with ‘the Christian doctrines. He con- 
gectures that “‘ the vagabond Jews, Exor- 
Cistst,”’ were of this sect. 


weet 6 be 


OF THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
‘TIMOTHY. 


THIS. Epistle, according to. some 
Criticks,* was written by St. Pavut, at 
Rome, during his first imprisonment there, 
and was sent to Timotuy inthe summer of 
the year ux1. But. others} rather think it 
was written during the Apostle’s last, im- 
prisonment there, not very long before he 
sealed the truth with his blood ; which is 
commonly placed about A. D. txvi or 
LXVII. : 

That Timotuy was at Ephesus, or in 
Lesser Asia, when this Epistle was sent to 


+ Ver. 1—7.. t Ver. 13. 
* So Dr. Lardner. “+So M. Michaelis, and others. 
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him, appears from the frequent. mention in 
it of persons residing at Ephesus. ‘The 
false teachers; who had before thrown this 
church inte . confusion, grew every day 
worse : insomuch that not only Hymenzus, 
but. Philetus, another . Ephesian: heretick, 
now denied the Resurrection of the dead. 
‘They were led. into this. error by a dispute 
about words. Att first they only annexed 
various improper significations to the word 
Resurrection; till at: last they denied the 
thing ; pretending thatthe Resurrection of 
the dead was only a Resurrection from the 
death of sin, andjso wasalready past. ‘This 
error was probably derived from the eas- 
tern philosophy, which placed'the origin of 
sin inthe body. ‘This Epistle consists, 
chiefly of affectionate‘advices to Timotuy, © 
thenceforwardto be active in opposingthgse 
» falsémteachers, avril in Propagating « the 
Gospel, 


OF THE EPISTLE TO. TITUS. 


THIS may’ be called an Epistle to the 
Cretans. .For St. Pav meant not so 
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much to instruct Titus, as to furnish him 
With a rule to‘ lay before the Cretans, to 
Which ‘he might appeal, whenever unwor- 
thy’ and unqualified persons attempted to 
obtrude themselves into the Episcopal office. 
Titus was a Greek,* and_ probably 
owed his conversion to St. Paulf ; who, 
fourteen years after, took him with him to 
Jérusalem, to the great council held there in 
the year xx1x:' And as Titus was of Gen- 
tile parents, St. Paul would not suffer him 
to ‘be circumcised, that he might not 
abridge the liberty of the Gentile converts}. 
Some years after, St. Paul dispatched him 
te Corinth, to bring him an account of the 
state of that Church§ ; and afterwards sent 
hita thither again, to hasten the collection 
for'the poor Christians in Judeaqy. After 
~ this'we hear no ‘more of him, till he is men- 


tidied in this’ Epistle as having been withiatee—— 


St. Paulin Crete. 

This Epistle, according to Dr. Lard- 
ner, was written towards the end of the year 
Lv1, while St. Pau1 wasin Macedonia, or 


© Cali SiG. ¢ TH 4., - ¢Gal. ii. 1—3, 
§ Cor xii. 18: vii.6. J3. q Ch. viii. 6, 


+ 
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‘ near it, But M. Michaglis and others think 


i 


it was more probably written in St. 

Paul’s last progress through the Asiatick 
Churches, between his first and second 
imprisonment at Rome ; though the pre- 
cise year they are not able to determine. 
Titus had been left at Crete, to settle the 


Church which St. Paul had probably es- A 


tablished there in his first journey to 
Rome*, and afterward}. The Churches in 
Crete had not hitherto, had any Bishops and 
Ministers ; Titus was te appoint. them ; 
but he was to be upon his guard agninst 
some of the circumcision, who aspired to. 
ecclesiastical offices. | 

The Island of Crz7z. was the parent. 
of Roman and Greek Idolatry; and the 
Cretans so far excelled other nations in in- 
venting gods, that they were called Tue 


Liars, ‘They were also distinguished for 


unnatural vices and a spirit of sedition. 
The Cretan conyerts to Christianity 
were indeed obliged to forsake Idolatry and 
the worship of Images : but as the Cretans 
were Egyptians by descent, and had long: 


* Acts. xxvii. . a ¢ Tit. i. 5. 
a” | 


2 
St. Se 


























Params SY a eae a ‘ RSE ae ran Dare, See 
SSE BES aE ee 
ae ead “| vias _ Net Ye os - - 


Sah ihe Sea 
ere, * 












126 


intermixed the whims of Egyptian philos- 
ophy with Judaism, and as they had em- 
braced Christianity very ‘early, no Church 
was in greater danger of ‘adopting’ the ab- 
surd and heathen genealogies of God, of 
his only begotten Son; and of the Eons. 
Hence St. Paul warns them against these 
errors*. 


OF THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 


_ PHILEMON’ seems to have beena 
substantial man-at Colosse, who had a spa- 
cious house, in which a part of the Chris- 
tian Church , assembled, and in which 
travelling Christians were entertained.} _ 
The want of publick inns among the ancients 
male this hospitality needful ; and it was 
particularly enjoined to Christians, to re- 
eeive ane! another hospitably : but, as eve- 
ry ‘individual was not in a condition to 

entertain Christian strangers, the Churches 
seem to have appointed one or more of 


* Tit. i. 14.111. 9. Vid. Michaelis. 
+ Ver. 22 
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their’ principal ‘members for this:purposef. 
This was the office of Deacons, so that 
Philemon had an office in the Church; and 
indeed he is by some of the ancients enti- 
tled. Bishop of Colosse. Whatever | his 
ministerial. office. was;.-he is by St. Paul 
ealled ‘‘ his fellow labourert.”’ His son 
Archippus, to whom this Epistle is also 
addressed, had just before been Deacon in 
the Church of Colosse}; he is accordingly 
mentioned with honour by St. Paul, who 
not only stiles him his fellow-labourer hike 
his father, but also his fellow-soldier. 

’ PurLemon seems to have been one of 
St. Paul’s first fruits of the Church of 
Ephesus, and not to have been converted 
like the rest by Epaphras, but by’ St. Paul 
himself* ; having probably come to Eph- 
esus while St. Paul was there.’ 

This Epistlé was written from Rome 
(at the same time with the Epistles to the 
Colossians, Philipprins, &c-.) about A. D. 
Lx1I, or txiit. The occasion of it was 
this: Onesimus, Philemon’s: slave,. had 


+ Rom. xvi. 22. } Ver. 1, 2. § Col. iv. 17, 
* Col. iv. 19. 
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robbed himfand fled to Rome. There St, 
Paul meeting with him, converted him to 
the Christian Faith, and, having kept him 
some time to be satisfied of his reforma- 
tion, sends him back to his master with 
this letter ; which has always been admir- 
ed for ats delicacy of sentiment and master- 
ly address, and may be considered as‘a fine 
model of Epistolary writing. 


OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HE- 
BREWS. 


THIS Apostolick letter, according to 
the: best authors, both ancient and modern, 
was the genuine work of St. Paui* ; ‘and, 
according to the ancients, was originally 
written in the Hebrew or Syriack language ; 
out of which it was translated into Greek 
| by some Apostolick person, who is believed 
to have been either St. Luke or Clement. 


* Many proofs of this may be collected from this Epistle 
_ itself Itis evident from Chap. ii. 3, that the writer was 
not one of Christ’s Disciples. See Dr. Larduer, who has 
a discussed this point, and finds reason to give it to St. « 
Pau 
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Some eminent Criticks, however, among 
the moderns, find reason to think our pres- 
ent Greek copy was not a translation, but 
the original ; and that the. ancients were 
mistaken in this respect. 3 

St. Paul, contrary to his usual custom, 
did not prefix his name: to this Epistie, for 
a very obvious reason, that he might not 
too early awaken the prejudices conceived 
against him by the Jewish converts, which 
might have led them to throw it aside un- 
perused... It- was, written towards the end 
of (or soon after) St. Paul’s imprisonment 
at Rome*, A. D. tx111, to the converted 
Jews of Palestine, here called Hebrews, as 
distinguished from: the ‘Hellenists, or for- 
eign Jews. _ A’ severe persecution had de-— 
prived them of the Apostle St. James, and 
had rendered almost that whole church 
wavering in the faith. To confirn: some, 
and to recover others from their apostacy, 
was the purport of this Epistle. 

As the zealous defenders of the Mosa- 
ick Law would naturally insist on the drvine 
authority of Moses, on the majesty and glo- 


* Ch. x. 34 xiii. 22, 23. 
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ry attending its promulgation by the min- 
istry of Angels, and the great privilege it 
afforded .those who adhered, to it: The 
Apostle shews, 


| J. That in all these several articles 
' €hristianity had aii infinite superiority to 
the Law. 

This Topick he pursues from Chap. i. 
to xi. wherein he reminds the believi ing 
Hebrews of the extraordinary favour shown 
them. by God, in sending them a Revela- 
tion by his own Son, whose Glory was far 
superior to that of Angels} ; very-natural- 
ly inferring from hence, the danger of de- 
spising Christ on account of his humiliation, 
which, in perfect consistence with his do- 
rninion over the world to come, was volun- 
tarily submitted to by him for wise and 
important reasons ; particularly to deliver 
us from the fear of death, and to encourage 
the freedom of our access toGod*. With 
the same view, he magnifies Curist as 
superior to Moses their great legislator ; 

and, rom. the punishment inflicted on thos¢ 
+ Ch. i. throughout. 





* Ch, ii. throughout. 
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' who rebelled against the authority of Mo- 
ses, infers the danger of contemning the 
promises of the'-Gospel.t And as. it was 
am easy transition to call to mind on this 
occasion that Rest in Canaan, to which the 
authority invested in Moses wag intended — 
to lead them ; the Apostle hence cautions 
them against unbelief, as what would: pre- 
vent their entermg into a superior state of 
Rest to what the Jews ever enjoyedt. 
This caution is still further inforced by aw- 
ful views of God’s omniscience, and a live- 
ly representation of the High- Priesthood of 
Christ}. In the next place, he intimates'the 
very hopeless situation of those who apos- 
tatise from Christianity] ; and then, for the 
comfort and confirmation of sincere be- 
lievers, displays to them the goodness.of 
God, and his faithful adherence to his holy 
engagements ; the performance of which is 
sealed by the entrance of Christ into Heav- 
en as our Forerunner*., Still further to 
illustrate the character of our Lord, he en- 


¢ Cho iii, 1=13, f Ch. iii, 14 iv. 11, 
§ Ch, iv. 12. v. 14. iff Ch. vi. 1—9. 
* Ch. vi. 9, to the end. 
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tei's ifito a parallel between him and Mel- 
chizedeck, asto their title and descent ; and, 
from. instances wherein ‘the Priesthood of 
Melchizedeck excelled the Levitical, infcrs 
that the glory of the Priesthood of Christ 
surpassed that under the Law}. From 
these premises the Apostle argues, that the 
Aaronical. Priesthood was not only excel- 
Jed, but consummated ‘by that of Christ, to 
which it was only introductory and subser- 
vient ; and of course, that the obligation 
of the Law was henceforth dissolvedt. 
‘hen. re-capitulating what he had already 
demonstrated concerning the’ superior’ dig- 
nity of Christ’s Priesthood, he thence illus- 
trates the distinguished excellence of the 
New Covenant, as not only foretold by 
Jeremiah, butevidently enriched-with much 
better. promises than the Olid}: Explain- 
dng further-the doctrine of the Priesthood 
and intercession. of Christ, by comparing it 
with: what the Jewish High-Priests did. on 
the great day of atonementY. Afterwards 
he enlarges on the necessity of shedding 


¢.Ch. vii 1—17. “~~ ¢ Ch. vii. 18, to the end. 
§ Ch. viii. throughout. “ Chix. 114. 





133 


Christ’s » bloody:aind the sufficiency of: thé 
atonement made by it* ; and proves that 
the ‘Tegal Ceremonies eon not ‘by ‘any 
means purify the consciencé’; “ wherice® he . 
infers the instfficiency of ‘the ~Mosaick 
Law, and the necessity of looking beyond 
it} : He thes ‘urges: the Hebrews to im- 
prove ‘the privileges which such an High- 

Priest and Covenant ‘conferred on them, to 
the purposes of approaching God with on | 
fidence, to a constant attendance on his 
worship, and. most benevolent regards to 
each other{. _ 

The Apostle haying thus obviated the 
insinuations and objections of the Jews ; 
for the satisfaction and establishment of the 
believing Hebrews, proceeds bh 


If. ‘To’ prepare’ and fortify: theit imtiids 
against the stort of persecution, which in 
part ‘had already befallen them, ‘and’ was 
likely té continue; and be ofteit rétiewed. 
He rethinds thei of those extremities they 
had endured, and of the fatal effects which 


* Ch, ix. 15, to the end. + Ch. x. 1—I5. 
} Ch. x. 15—25, 
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would attend their Apostacy{ ; calling to 
their remembrance the eminent examples 
of faith and fortitude exhibited’ by Holy 
Men. and recorded in the Old Testament]. 
He concludes his discourse with glancing 
at many, other: illustrious Worthies ; and, 
besides those recorded in Scripture, refers 
to the case of several, who suffered under 
the persecution. of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
2 Maceab. chap. viii. &c*. 


Having thus finished the argumentative 
-part.of the Epistle, the, Apostle proceeds to 
a general AprpLicaTion; in which he ex- 
‘ horts the Hebrew Christians to patience, 
peace, and -holinesst ; cautions them 
against secular views and sensual gratifica- 
tions, by laying before them the incompar- 
able excellence of the. blessings introduced 
by. the Gospel, which even the Jewish 
CEconomy, glorious and magnificent as it 
was, did by no means equal{ ; exherts them 
to brotherly affection, purity, compassion, 


§ Ch. x. 26, to the end. { Ch. xi. 1—29. 
* Ch. xi, 30. xii. 2. + Ch. xii. Sed. 
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dependance on the divine care, stedfastness 
m the profession .of the truth, a life of 
thankfulness to God, and benevolence to 
man{: and_ concludes the whole with re- 
eommending their pious ministers to their 
particujar regard, intreating their prayers, 
saluting them, and pronouncing on them a 
solemn benediction. 


<2 + om, 


| 
OF THE CATHOLICK EPISTLE 
OF ST. ‘JAMES. 


THIS and the following Epistles are 
probably called: Carnorice orGENERAL, 
because most of them were written, not to 
particular churches, but to the Faithful 
dispersed throughout whole countries. 
The seconp and turrp EristieEs of St. 
Joun are added to them, only because they 
were. written by the same hand that wrote 
the first, and would have been lost had 
they been copied separately. 


§ Ch.xiii. 1-16, q Ch. xiii. 17. to the endiy 
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» 9 Ehis Epistle was written by. St. Jamzs 
tug Less, the.son of Alpheus or Cleophas, 
stiled the brother, i. e.. kinsman, of our 
Lord, who statedly resided at Jerusalem, 
and is said,.by: the ancients to have been 
the first Bishop of that City ; where he is 
believed to have suffered martyrdom in the 
former part of the vear tx11 ; and to have 
written this Epistle a short time before his 
death.: .which a, learned. writer* thinks 
might be partly occasioned by the offence 
taken at this Apostolick letter. 

. tis generaljy, understood to be addres- 
sed to: the Jewish Converts to Christianity 
dispersed .abtoad: in the more distant re- 
gions : and. that: the Apostle’s design is 
“partly to exhort the’ Christian Converts to 
constancy in suffering, and partly to warn 
—_— against certain Jewish vices. 

wore But Dr. Larpner thinks that this 
Ep pistle was written to all Jews, of every 
toatl throughout the world, wheth- 

er Christians or otherwise: for this reason, 

the Apostle does not wish them grace or 


* Dr. Lardner. . 
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peace from Jesus Christ, though he does 
not dissemble his own Character; nor does 
hé conélude with any Christian benedic- 
tion: And ‘though a large part of the 
Epistle is applicable to Christians, there 
are several paragraphs, which seem particus 
larly addressed to unbelieving Jews.* 


OF THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ‘ST. 
PETER. Ne ee 


' THIS Apostolick Letter is probably 
addressed to such Gentiles as had forsaken 
Idolatry and believed in the..true God, 
without having been circumcised, and who 
afterwards became Christians; such as 
Cornelius the Centurion ; i. e. Christians 
from. among’ the*Proselytes:: *‘. Elect (or 
‘* declared to be such) through sanctifica-. 
“tion, of the Spiritt.””, The whele Epis- 
tle abounds in assurances’ that these con- 
verts were regenerate and become children. 


Chap. iv. 1-10. Ch. v..1+6, &e. 
* Vid. ch. t. 2. compared with Acts x. 44-47. xi Re-17. 
12* 
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of God, without ‘Levitical sacrifices, merely’ 
through Christ. 

‘This Epistle was written from a city 
called ‘by St. Peter Bazyzon : this, some - 
think, to have ‘been Babylon in Assyria, 
which, tho’ demolished, might possibly have 
some few. Christians in its neighbourhood ; 
however the generality, both ancients and 
moderns, stippose it to have been a figura- 
tive ‘name for Rome.’ But M. Michaelis 
proposes a query, Whether Jerusalem might 
not be shadowed under that name : He al- 
so thinks it was written'so early as the year 
xpi, “S@on after the great Council held 
there. “But “the ‘more received opinion isy 
that “it was much'later; either in the year 

ERITI, or &xXIV, Or at latest Lxv.* 
© S@/Prter’s chief design is, To ¢on- 
firm the doctrine of St. Paul, which the’ 
false teachers pretended Re was opposing } 
and to assure the' Proselytes, that they stood 
inthe true grace of God}. With’ this’ 
view hé calls ‘loan élect, and mentions, 
that ‘they “had been declared such- by. the 
effusion of the Holy Ghost upon themf. 
* Dr Lafecr, ¢ Ch.v. 12 © 4 Ch.i1,2. 






























He assures them that they were regenerate 
without circumcision, merely| through the 
Gespel and. Resurrection of Christ) ; and 
that. their, sufferings were no argument of 
their heing under the displeasure of God, 
as-the Jews imaginedf, He recommends 
it. to, them, to hope for. grace to the end]. 
He testifies, that they were not redeemed 
by the Paschal; Lamb, but through Christ, 
whom God had.pre-ordained for this pur- 
pose before. the foundation of the world**. 


EE + Qe 


OF THE SECOND. EPISTLE OF 
ST. PETER, 


THIS second Epistle is supposed to. 
have been written many years after the for- 
mer, viz. in A. I, xvii, a short time be- 
fore, St, 'Peter’s martyrdom, which happen- 
ed in Lxv1i1, and to wah he alludes in 


one or two places. * 


§ Ver. 3, 4. 21-25. q Ver. 6—12. 
\} Mer. 13. ** Ver, 18—20. 
* Ch. i. 38, 7% 
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_ © The> general’ design of this Epistle is, 
To confirm’ the’ doctrines and instructions 
delivered in the former Epistle ; “‘ To ex- 
cite the Christian Converts to adorn and 
stedfastly adhere to their holy Religion, as 
a Religion ¢-oceéding ‘from God, notwith- 
standing the artifices of false Teachers, 
whose character ‘is at large described ; and 
notwithstanding the persecution of their 
bitter and inveterate enemies.” | 
The genuineness of this Epistle has 
been déubted, from the peculiar stile of the 
2d Chapter, which is different from the oth- 
er parts of St. Peter’s writings. Bp. 
SHERLOCK supposes ‘that the Apostle, de- 
‘scribing in that -Chapter the character of 


such seducers as endangered the faith of 
the Christian Converts, adopts the language. 


and sentiments ‘of some Jewish author, 
containing a strong description, in the east- 


ern manner, of some false prophets in that, 
or an earlier age.” 
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OF THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. 
) JOHN. : 


"THIS. Epistle of St. John (if it is not 
rather a little Treatise) appears, as well as 
his Gospel, to have been written against 
Cerinthus : In it he also alludes to the per- 
nicious doctrine of the other Gnosticks, es- 
pecially in the admonitions to walk in the 
light, to keep undefiled from sensual sins, 
and to abstain from Idols. For whilst Ce- 
rinthus taught, the law of Moses was abol- 
ished ; the others. maintained, that eating 
things offered. to idols, and forn’cation, 
were indifferent acts. 


In-opposition to those errors, St. John 
lays down three positions: 1. ‘That it is nec- 


essary to walk in the light, and keep clear 
of fleshly lusts, in order to partake of the 
kingdom of God. 2, That ‘it is necessary 
to keep the new commandment of loying 
one another, 3. That Jesus was Christ 
and. the Son of God, not only in his bap- 
tistn, but also at the shedding of his blood. 
. This little Treatise or Epistle is direct- 


ed to all Christians, wheresoever dispersed ; 
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-and.is supposed to have been written be- 
foré the destruction of Jerusalem, by such 
eriticks as apply c. ii. 18. to the last tifne 
of the Jewish state... Others suppose it to 
have been written after the Jewish war, 
_ about the year Lxxx ; and others even so 
late as the year xc1, or xc11. 


OF THE.SECOND AND THIRD 
: EPISTLES ‘OF ST. JOHN. 


THESE are improperly denominated 
Catholick or General, being inscribed to two 
single persons, the one to some lady of 
distinction, the, other:to Gaius, or Caius ; 
probably the, same| person whom St. Paul 
at Corinth stiles his ;host*; and who is cele- 
‘brated. for his hospitality tohis brethren. 
But a learned, writer} rather thinks he was 
an eminent Christian;:who lived in some 
cityjof,,Asia ‘not far from Ephesas, where 
SSolelonehiel pnetitid ufter be bag left Judea, 


“qs be Lardnes* 


« Demohipave 990° Gon Cf Dr Lardner. 
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_. These Letters‘hre conjectured'to have 
been sert about the same time with, or soon 
after, the former. 


EDD Ei me 


OF THE CATHOLICK * EPISTLE 
OF ST. JUDE. 


THIS was written by Jupz, or Jupas, 
the brother of James,.the Less....The re- 
markable similarity ‘between this and part 
of the second Epistle.of Peter: was probably 
owing to both writers drawing their char- 
acter of the false teachers from the descrip- 
.tion given of the false prophets in some an- 
cient Jewish author : and:it isalso possible 
that St. Jude might have the second. Epis- 
tle_of St. Peter before» him. © They both 
prove, against certain Hereticks (probably 
the Gnosticks), that.a great-day of ‘judg- 
ment is impending, and*conclude, from the 
judgments of God, formerly exerted, dead 
God will be an avenger of evi =~ 
_ .. This is_ believed. to. have been written 

after most (if not all) the other Apostolical 
. Epistles ; when St. Jude was arrived at a 
very oldage. Dr. Mill evendates it A, D. 
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SCs others suppose it to have. been written 
much . -eatlier ; yet after that of: palais 
about A. D. 1xv, or LXVIu i 


a oe 


OF THE REVELATION OF ST. 
JOHN. 


‘THIS prophetical’ book: is agreed to 
ave? been written: by St. Jorn the Evan- 
BEL PST, who, according to Eusebius, was 
‘banished to Patthos, an Isle in the Agean 
Sea, and there received the Visions contained 
- in'thisbook, imthe'last’year of the reign of 
 -Dowiitin, about the year xevr. Others 

‘Suppose it was’ written before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem,’ Thisis the opifion of 
‘M.' Michaelis; who dates it so early as the 
tithe of Claudius or Nero, long before St. 
Sdhn’s Gospels or Epistles. In this he fol- 
hows the opinion of Sir Isaac Newton, who 
‘cdneludes it must have been ‘composed in 
an early period of St. Joun’s life; because 
‘the ‘style, he thinks, abounds with Hebra- 
_ ‘isms, and is not soe aren 9 

-ftuent Greek as the Gospels and Epist 
which he supposes were written when the 
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Apostle had acquired a ‘more’ perfect knowl- - 
edge of the Greek‘ tongue.’ Other ‘criticks ' 
however do not allow so great a‘difference: of 
language - between this. and. St. John’s other 
writings ; at least not more than, what they’ 
think may be occasioned by the difference of 
subject, afising from allusions to the prophet- 
ick books of the Old Testament;/or*from the . 
abruptness and obscurity -of the prophetick 
style. It-is again urged, that the Revexa- 
_ TION mentions no other heresy, as flourishing, 
but that of the Nicolaitans*, which subsisted _ 
long’ before that of ‘Cerinthus, against which 
St. John wrote his Gospel between ‘A.D. 1xv 
and txv1it1, and therefore the Revelation must 
have been written long before.) In opposi- 
‘tion to this, it: is doubted whether the seven 
churches: of Asia: were founded So early as 
the times of Claudius or Nero; or: had at 
least undergone such great changes and:rev- 
olutions as are alluded to in this: Book» It 
has. likewise been thought improbable that the. 


_ “© The Nicorarrans, accordiig to ancient aries were 
a.sect who taught the le lewdne 

sacrifices : thev were so called from one Nicolas ony r 

BY Nicolaitans in scripture are. thought to be meant, i oa al 


ral, lewd and profligate persons who aim at nothing but 
own sever Wkniiges ey a Sst 


13 
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Apostle should give this prophetick and mys« 
terious Book before ever he’ had delivered a 
plain: and ‘simple’ narrative of the life of his 
master : the latter, ‘as it would be of the great- 
est use to Christians, would naturally be first 
afforded them; and the Apostles would be 
most likely to lay down’ the great and funda- 
mental doetrines of Chi stianity in general, be- 
fere they would think o. <ntering into the state 
of particular churches, or describe the events 
of future times, whether near or remote. 

“Some other arguments for the more early 
* datef’ this book are given by M. Michaelis, 
_ anid othérs®; ‘but, ‘as théy’ allow’ them all to be 
subordinate to that urged above from the un- 
common prevalerice’ of the -oriental idioms in 
this book beyond what are found in the other 
writings of St. John, ‘this’ will not be judged 
very decisive, if, after all, it should appear that 
this’is ‘io’ moré than the natural consequence 
of ‘the subject ’;* and that St. John, expressing 
in"Greek'the images' of the ancient Hebrew 
pe saierneere a particular reason for adopting 
their phra y. and idioms, -as being insep- 


arable red the" prophetick style*: so that, 


_ _* See what is urged on the subject of Prophetick Style ia Dr- 
Hurd’s Lectures, teferred to below. See particularly Sermon 9- 
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upon. the. whole,.perhaps we may, resonably 
abide by the express testimony of Irenzeust, 
that this sacred Book. was written:in ‘the reign 
of Dornitian ; as) that ancient Father was. a 
Disciple of Polycarp, who: had been a Disce 
ple of St. John himself, 

But at. whatever period of his. Life. the. Re- 
velation was composed, there. is. strong internal 
Evidence*, as well-as the most convineing po- 
sitive Testimony,.that this book was written 
by St. John the Evangelist}... Itisnoless eb- 
vious that the contents are of a prophetick na- 
ture, and that-they exhibit a series of visions, 
descriptive of very important events enioer 
to succeed 1 in the course.of ages, , 

Many ingenious and learned. men, tn un- 
~ dertaken to illustrate, this sacred. Book,and — 
even to point out very precisely the:particular 
events predicted by its.inspired Author; but 
their success has not always been.answerable to. 
their sanguine expectations,.,.. Perhaps.a coms 
plete and ; perfect omar: must. be re-. 


+ Advers. Hates: libi:vit tabi 900 6. 449. 68 Grabs Seed 


rh. poscerloc Chis Gin} na Hee 








18. 
SR De. Teall M. "he 


‘¢ See Lardner, Bemay eb f ee he 
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served. for’ future ages, when many of> the 
events have: taken.place, which are predicted 
imiit; but remain at present. unaccomplished, 
\ dilewever, the pious Student ought not to 
ra discouraged from the perusal of . these di. 
vine Prophecies : Jand it; is..certain. that. he 
could never sit-down to,consider them with so 
auch advantage as-he can at present, when he 
1s furnished with so excellent.an Introduction 
. to therstudy, of these.and. all other Prophecies, 
which» regard the Christian Church, in the 
Lectures .Jately, published by,.the learned and 
jngenious Preacher at; Linceln’s-Inn,+ 
. "Dowthis, admired, writer, it,will,be sufficient 
here to refer the Reader, and. he will lead him 
to as excellent a Commentator,in the great.and 
admirable Joseph.;Mede,:.to .vhose works 
these. New, Lectures are a ,most useful Intro- 
* duction.,...It willbe, sufficient, here to give a 
short extract from. the, latter, toassist the read- 
er in, forming, a distinet idea of the method in 
which the whole Book, of the. Apocalypse dis, 
sed. ;., which he will readily do, if he observes 
: that it as resolyable into, THREE great Parts, 
| | ~ ~ - 4 Introduction to ther Sey fan Sophe Roepe cies $s 


the Christian Church, an ernin sak 
of Papal Rome, in xu Sermons, &¢. by Richard fides, D. D. 
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The rirst patt isthat of the Eristies to 
the Seven Churches, contained in the three first 
chapters. This, as containing little or nothing 
prophetick, is not all considered by Mr.Mede. 
The seconp Part (with which Mr. Mede 
begins his Commentary) is that of the sk aLED 
Boox, from chap. ivi to chap. x. and contains 
the fates of the Roman ‘empire, or its Civil 
Revolutions ; yet with 4’ reference still to the 
state and fortune of the Christian Church. 
he turrp Part is that of the open Boox, 
witk what follows to the end ; and exhibits, 
in a more minute and extended view, the fates 
of the Christian Church, especially during its 
apostacy, and after its recovery from ‘it. 
This Third Division may, further, be con- 
sidered as consisting of Two Parts.’ > 
The First contains, in chap. xi a suni- 
mary view of what should befall the Christian 
Church, contemporary “with the events dedu- 
ced in the ‘second "part, coniterning the Ene 
pire ; and is given in ‘this place, “ii order ‘to 
connect the second and third ‘parts, and to 
shewtheir correspondence and contempora- 
neity. See Mr, Mede’s poe P anh, § 
Comment. hb lines nid 
42* | 
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The sreonwpd Part: of the last Division 
(from chap. xii. to ‘the end)- gives a detailed 
account of what should befall the Christian 


Church in. distinct and several of them syn- 
chronical Visions. 


*," Here we should conclude ; but as the curious 
Reader may. desire to be informed how the Predictions 
revealed in this book of St. John have usually been 
interfireted and afifilied by Protestants, we shall, con- 
sistent with our subject; subjoin, A KEY TO THE 
PROPHECIES CONTAINED IN .THE REVE- 
LATION, This is extracted from the learned Disser- 
tations of Dr. Newton, Bishofi of Bristolf : to which 
the Reader ts referred for a more full illustration of the 
several farts, as the conciseness of our flan only admiie 
a short analysis or abridgement of them. 


A KEY ‘TO THE PROPHECIES CON- 
- TAINED IN THE REVELATION. 


| NOTHING of a prophetical nature occurs 
in the first Three Chapters, except, 1. what 
‘8 said concerning the Church of Erxesus, 
that her “ Candlestick shall be removed out 
of its place,” which is now verified, ‘not only 


in ak but in all the other’ Asiatick churches 


. ions on the Proph ecies which have remarkabl: 7 
it fa d, and at this * time me ae Falling, i in the. besecva veh 


iar. Bro’ ae f 4 
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which éxisted at» that time ; the ‘light of the 
Gospel having been taken from them, not 
only :by- their heresies and divisions from 
within, but by the arms of the Saracens from, 
without : And, 2. concerning the Church ‘of 
Smyrwa, that she shall “ have tribulation ten | 

days ;” that is, in prophetick eI ten 1 
years ; referring to the persecution of Diocle- 
tian, which alone of all the general persecu- 
tions lasted so.long. 

The next five Chapters relate to the open- 
ing of the Seven Sears; and by these seals 
are intimated so many different periods of the 
prophecy. Six of those. seals are opened in 
the sixth and seventh chapters. 

The rirst Se aor period is memorable 

for conquests. It commences with Vespasian, 
and terminates in Nerva-; and during this 
time Judza was subjugated. 
_ “The second  Sexpiis’ noted for war and 
slaughter, It commences; with Trajan, and 
continues through his reign, and that ‘of his 
successors. -In thisperiod, the Jews:were en- 
tirely routed and dispersed ; and great was the 
slaughter and devastation occasioned by: the 
contending parties... 

The ruirp. Seat is characterised by a ri- 
gorous execution of justice, and an abundant 
provision of corn, wine, and -oil. It com- 
mefices with Septimius ‘Severus.’ He “and 

Alexander Severus were just and severe empe- 
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rots, and at the same time highly celebrated 
for the regard they paid to the mternal felicity 
of their people, by procuring ‘them plenty of 
every thing, ‘and particularly corn, wine, and 
gil. This period lasted during the reigns of 
= Septimian family. 

The rovrts Seat is distinguished by a 
concurrence of evils, such as war, ‘famine, 
ee: and wild beasts ; ; by all whichi the 

man €mpire was remarkably infested from 
the reign of Maximin to that of Diocletian. 

The rirrx Sex’ begins at_ Diocletian, 
and is signalized by the great persecution, 
from whence arose that memorable /Era, the 
Era of Martyrs. 

“With Constantine begins the stxru Sear, 
_ @ pefiod of revolutions, pictured forth by 

fain commotions m earth and in heaven, al- 

ng to the subversion of Paganism, ait the 

pracy ih of Christianity. This period 

lasted from the reign-of Constantine the Great, 
oe: of ‘Theodosius the first. 

~The seventi Szaxz includes under it the 
remaining parts of ‘the prophecy, and com- 

skort seven periods distunguished by the 
| of sEvEN TRUMPETS: 

mere" the Szaxs foretold the’state of the Ro- 
“man before and till it became Christian, 
‘so the Trumpets foréshow the fate of'it af- 
terwatds ; cach Trumrer being an alarum to 
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ene nation or other, rousing them up to. over. 
throw, that empize. 

Four of these Trumenrs are sounded j in 
the eighth Chapter. 

At the sounding of the FIRST, Alaric and 
his Goths invade the Roman empire, besiege 
Rome twice, and set it on fire in several, places. 
At the sounding of the,stconp, Attila and 
his Huns waste the Roman proyimces and 
compel the eastern emperor. Theodosius. the 
second, and the .western emperor. Valentinian 
the third, to submit. to shameful terms. At 
the sounding of the ruirp, Genseric and his 
Vandals arrive from Africa ; _ spoil and plun- 
der Rome, .and set sai! with immense 
wealth. and, innumerable, captives. At the 


sounding of the rourtH, Odoacer.and the 


Heruli put. an.end to, the, very name of the 
Western Empire ;,;,Theodoric,.. founds, the 
. kingdona ‘of, the Ostr in, Healy 3 and at 
last Italy becomes) a province. of the ‘Eastern 
Empire, Rome 
ro the Exarch,of Ravenna..... 

As the foregoing Trumpets relate chiefly 
to the-downfal of the, Western Empire, ‘so oe 
the: two, following to.that of the 
They, are sounded. in the ninth,. tenth, and sone 
of the eleventh Chapter, were 

, At the. sounding of the, FIFTH, Taumezt, 
Mahomet that blazing star appears, the 
bomomldss pit, and wee his Locusts, the Ara- 
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bians, darkens.the sun and air... And,at the 
sounding ‘of the’ sixru,.a a. period not, yet 
finished, the four. A: that.is the four Sul- 
tanies, or Leaders of the Turks and Oihmans, 
are loosed from the riyer Euphrates... The 
Greek’or Eastern empire was cruelly. ‘¢ hurt 
and tormented”? under the rirru TrumpPeP; 
‘but under the six7ru,. it was “slain,” and ut- 
terly destroyed. ae : 
‘Taz Latin, or Western Church, bobs in 
no wise reclaimed by the ruin of the, Greek ior 
Eastern, but ‘still persisting in its, Idolatry 
and Wickedness ; at the beginning of the tenth 
Chapter,-and under the sound.of this.sax 2x 
 ‘Frumpet, is introduced.a Nisign, 1 oma 
tive-to the Prophecies 1 respecting the 


Church, wherein an Angel. is einer: 


having in his hand a little Book, or Codicil, 
describing the calamities that should overtake 


that Church. The gearing ot the.temple, . 
all 


&e. shews, that period there 
will be‘ some true Christians, who will.cen- 
form themselves to the rule of .God’s. word, 
even whilst the outer court, that.is, the exter- 
nal and more extensive part of this Temple o1 or 
Church, is trodden under foot by Gentiles, i..¢ 

such Christians as, in their idolatrous wordy 


— rsecutin; practice, resemble and ping ol 


ves. . Yet agaimst these 


pote ‘of religion, there.-will always be 
some U6 witnesses to. PROTEST, who, how- 
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ever they may be over-borne at tities, and in 
appearance reduced to death, yet.will arise 
again ‘from time to. time, till at Tack they tri- 
umph and gloriously ascend. .The, eleventh 
Chapter concludes with the sounding of the 
SEVENTH -IF'RUMPET. 

In the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
bearing a man-child is to be utdegstood the, 
Christian Church ; by the, great red Dragon, 
the Heathen Romani-emipire : ; by. the -man-, 
child whom the woman bore, Constantine the; 
Great } and’by the war in heaven, the contests. 
between the Christiah and Heathen religions.) 

In the thirteenth Chapt ter, by the Beast. with 
seven! heads and ten horns, unto, whom the, 
Dragon ve his power, seat, and great autho-\ 
rity, is ds be peek not Pagan but Chris-. 
tian; not imperial but papal Rome ;. in sub... 
mitting to whose religion, the world did in ef- 
fect submit again to the religion of the D 
The ten-horned Beast therefore tepresents the 
Romish church and: ‘state in general : but the. 
Beast with two horns like a lamb is the Roe., 
man ¢lergy ; and that i of the ten-horn- . 
ed Beast, which the two-horned Beast,caus-_ 
edto be made, and inspired with life,.is the. 
P whose number is 666, according te 
ele sivenlieiead powers of the letters constitu- 
ting’ the Roman name, Aeluns, Latinus, viz. 
Ay 30. A. 1. T, 300. F, 5. ¥, 10. N, 50. O, 7. 
s,200.(666.)Orits equivalent in Hebrew, nar 
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(666) 

‘Ewaties XIV. : 
Sion is meant Jesus’ By the hundied. forty 
and four thousand; his ehurch and followers ; 
By the angel preaching the. everlasting goSpel, 


the first principal effort made towards a refér- 





: : mation by that publick opposition formed 





the worship of saints and images by 
empcrors and bishops in the eighth and ‘ninth 
centuries ; By the angel crying, ‘“* Babylon is 
fallen,” the Waldenses and Albigenses, who 
pronounced the Church of Rome to be, the 
Apocalypsick mgt nee and-denounced her de- 
struction ; And by the third Angel, Martin 
Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro- 
tested against all the correptions of the Church 
of Rome, as destructive to salvation. 

Here We miay put a period to this short 
is of the RevELATIONS, as what fol- 

- lows seems not to be of such obvious interpre- 
tation as the preceding, and therefore the cu- 
rious Reader will consult the Bishop’s D1s- 
SERTATIONS themselves. In reading those 
or. any other illustration of the Prophecies 
contained in this mysterious book, he will do 
well always to have before him the judicious 
work pesexen Mepe, above quoted. 


FINIS. 
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